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= 7 ma ile ett be that the: ich of 
bar feaitleg: Age, hath call'd 
X rn my mind at a time when 1 might with 
more ſecurity bave kept my thoughts to nn felf. 
But -I do aſſure my Reader it is nothing ſo 
"a many Jears ' ſince. from the Courſe 0 vo 
ks what would be the Event of them, 1 yet 
"bj ained from troubling/ the World, believing that 
nothing 1 could ſay would be regarded for the Publick 
Good, tho it might to my private damage, it being 


more eaſie and uſuel to revenge a Juppyſed Injury that 
to acknowledg a kindneſs. 


T have alfo obſerved that others who have ftept 
forth before me on the ſame Charitable Account have 
met with worſe than bad Language ; and I thought it 


better to be warned by their harms than to wiſh I 
had. 


8 : 
0 | me out of my ſafe retirement, to ſpeak _ 


fk © 


a The Author to the Reader. 


But. finding the diſturbers of our Peace every day 
more inſolent; -and not only to whiſper the poyſon of b 
their diſloyal Principles in corners, but publickly own 

| them in the face of the Sun, and ſeeing. alſo that the 
Succeſs was above what-they had any reaſon to expeF, | 
I thought it was. a mighty. reproagh . to .1us,! thats they 
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; ſhould venture .niore for the rulr-of the Gove ment, 

than I and others durſt for its preſervation. 

So truſting on the Providence of God and the Pro- | 
teftion of my: Prince, T reſolved to do the beſt Icould | 
to ſtop "that inundation of . Miſery which will 'certain= || 

ly follow if. not" timely, prevented,” from thoſe il Men,. |* 

; and ill. Principles , which have formerly imbroyl'd us || 
! by the ſame Ways. and\ Means, tho not*npon the ſame | 
| RE ee = 
| The fellowing Diſcourſe then is deſigned only to || 7 
| that End, . and if it may have that effe&t, I ſhall' || ' 
, defire no:more than my ſhare ' # "that bleſſing with || © 
# the reſt of the Nation." do re wed = 
4 The Perſons for whom-l intend it, are not the Great” | 1 
and Learned for they know theſe things better than” || ? 
! T do, but my Country Neighbours,\ who being other- || ® 
| wiſe employed have not had tht leiſure that was ne- L 
| ceſſary to reflect upon- theſe things ; and what would |} 
be the Event . of- them, but being burried'on by a great” | 0) 

n 


24al. againſt, Popery. and Arbitrary- Government, and 
believing thoſe men that ſeemed moſt to declaim againſt” | ® 


them: | i 
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The Author-co-:the:ReadiiD 


them, were the. moſt, likely \to. ſecure: the'. Nation 
from. thoſe two:\.dreadful :thmgs:;.\ have. before \ they. 
were aware dof t&,! beyond (Aer: cdeſraus or. vintens_ 
tions ; ſet us\; not." only within-(the «reach. of theſe 
Miſeries , but indangered ; the bringing.\ them on 
'by a Civil War, to the utter Ruin" of the Na- 
Tn:the interim 1 wiſh they would. conſider , -That 
« ſrouldeither Popery or Arbitrary-Government be 
attempted to be impoſed on us, whilſt we ſtood Sronutly 
- aud Loyaly to the Religion Eftabliſh'd and the 
. Monarchy, the Defign would certamly miſcarry fo. 
getheF with the Author. -But on the other fide, if 
we ſhould be ſhatter'd_ into FaGions m Religion as 
we were in the Late Rebellion, and every man per- 
mitted not only to Follow but Teach his awn Phan- 
| cies and Modes of Religious Worſhip, the Jeſuits 
| would. under the diſguiſes of ſuch men inſtill what 
| Principles they pleaſed into the Common People, and 
| Wheedle them into Popery again before they knew 
| where they were, or pat them upon other things that 
| were full as bad as Popery. ET 
+ And if we ſhall likewiſe. purſue the Old Defron 
of Changing this Antient Monarchy into 4 Com- 
mon-Wealth, as it is madneſs to think it can ever 
be- done without a ſharp Deftruttive War , ſo the 
Event of that is the moſt uncertain thing in the 
| | World 
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The: Authbrito: the Reader. 
World ; but we art certain-if ever it happen, Miſe- 


that remember" what they ſuffered in the laſt; "But 


then it # Ten Thowſand to-"One if it ends not 
in an Arbitrary Government, and*-that a 
Monarchy. too3/\ for as no War can be -manafol 
without a General , ſo it will not be poſſible when 
he | bath Conquered: others to 'make 'him.*wnd\ all 
his Aſſiſtants ſubmit to them that Employed « him 
and. them. And ſo we may change - -our- prefent | 
Monarchy. for another Oliver. Cromwell who 
was as Ablolute as the King of France. But - 
what ſhall we get by that * And again,” ſup- 
poſe we could ſet up a Parliament without a 
King , would not this be an Arbitrary-Govern- 
ment ? Are not the. Gentlemen of "Venice as- 
Arbitrary in their way as the Grand Seigneur , 
and the People as much Slaves there as untler the 
moſt Abfolute- Prince in the World : Who fhould 
then. Protect us from the" Injury of a ' Potent 
Parliament man * Who ſhould” hinder” them from 
Levyinsg what Moneys they pleaſed upon us, aid 
then. dividing it among/t themſelves, -as. they did 
m:'the Late. Times * can any man imagine they 
would not- ' Divide all the Places of Truſt and 
Profit amongſt themſelves and their Relations , and 
then' perpetuate their own beins. as a Parliament, 
| TE and 
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The Anitive to be Reader. 


and ſecure all Ele&ions to themſelves and theix 

Friends, and ſo make all the reſt of the Natiog 
 truckle under them im Poverty and Slavery ? what 
' hath been may be, and, which is more, will be if this 
© Pol happen. 


.* 
% 


' But on the other ſide, ſhould we enter another 
War. with our King and he get the Piftory \ What 


- ſhould binder him "from giving us what Laws he 
pleaſed ? and we have 'no reaſon to think be durſt 


if be would, reſtore us to that Liberty we now 
have, and muſt then be ſuppoſed to have abuſed. 
| And let no man deceive you ſo far as to perſuade 


 Jou this is improbable , for tha his Majeſties Fa- 


ther did not begin the laſt War, till FT had laſt 
all the means of a War, yet he "redo the Par- 
liament to thoſe Streights that they had no other 


way to ſave themſelves then, but to call in the 


Scots, and zet Ireland was imbroyled by the 


Papilts; and Scotland but juſt quieted "> 


a Rebellion : : So that neither of thoſe Nations lent 


hin the leaſt Aſſiſtance, and is there any reaſon 
to velieve all theſe Accidents will happen together 


again. 


But ſuppoſe now a Forainer ſhould ſtrike in to 


 belp the Weaker fide and Conquer —Y what think 


a], you 
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v1 | The Author to the Reader. 


you of Arbitrary-Government and Popery, 


; | Then ? 4 
ik For my part 1 have thoaght of it as Seriouſly 
| as any man, and T cannot ſee how Popery can *' 
| ever be ſet up again in this Nation by any other *' 
H way * it bemg one of the ſmalleſt Faftions in the | 
| Nation and moſt hated, and the late Plotters were |. 
| not ſuch Fools as to. hope to introduce it by any other | 
j | 2 


means; for though a Toleration may poſſibly do 
it, yet it will take ſo much time, and be lyable to | 
fo many Diſappointments, That ' I heartily believe 
their Patience would. never have held out till ® | 
could have been brought about that way, but this 
of a forein Conqueſt will work the feat - quickly and 
ſiſtubly. 


Suppoſe now im the laſt place, after another War, 
we ſhould ſettle as now we are , what recompence 
fhould we have for all the Blood and Treaſure it 
would coſt us * What hath the Nation got by all 
that was ſpent in the laſt but Exciſe and Chimney- 
| money? And a neceſſity of maintaining the Ex- 
j pence of the Government to the End of the World 


2 . : IH 4 Weng . , " 
op a; Et hc Ren 
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] out of our private Eſtates, now all the Crown- Lands 
are gone. 


But 


The" Author to the Reader. 


But you will ſay, Who intends to Rebel or begin 
a War? 1 Anſwer , Every one that endeavours to 
make the preſent Government uneaſie , ſutþ:Eed , 
impratticable. Without a Government we cannot be, 
nor that without Laws and Supplies, and be that 
hinders theſe two from baving their due courſe, will 
introduce a War Forein or Domeſtick, Whether be 
intends it or no. It is ſuppoſed generally the King 
cannot long ſubſiſt without Money, ( how truly [ 


will not diſpute ) that is, he cannot maintain the Go- 
vernment ; then this muſt be had in a legal or an 


illegal way, or the Government will be ruin'd for 
want of it. Tf in an illegal way then Arbitrary- 


Government comes in, if at be ſubmitted to, and a 


War if it be not : So you fee here is no way to a- 
void it, -but by opening the Legal ways which perhaps 


the Folly of jome Men and the Knavery of others 
would forecloſe. - 


But we are not only in danger of a Domeſtick 


| but a Forein War too, the King of France takes 


in Flanders apace, and all the World knows be 
had been Maſter of it before now, but that his Ma- 
jeſty interpoſed. Now ſuppoſe be ſhould ('onquer 
it and his Majeſty not be able to binder it for want 
of Money, what ſhall binder him then from mnyading 

us 
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The Author to the Reader. 


us in the next place, and if we be divided aid jea- 
lous each of other and of our King too, What can 


But you will ſay,. bis Majeſly may have Supplies 
if be will comply with bis Parliament, and 1 ſay i 
you will. Chooſe him ſuch a Parliament as you ought, 
he will certainly comply with it ; but if you Chooſe 
Rain'd his Father by coniplying 
with them, and they will not ſupply bim bat upon 
ſuch Terms as he cannot Grant , without 


one ) which he believes will have that Effet , he 


wilt certainly run any Hazard rather than De- 


throne himſelf by his own Ad, becauſe that is the 
worſt thing that can happen to him, by a Forein 
or Domeſtick Enemy. as his Father found by ſad Ex- 


perience. 


So then I muſt conclude, whoever ſhall bring the 


Government into theſe Difficulties, deſign a War , in 


which Caſe if ſpeedy Care be not taken, an Arbitrary 


Government or « War muſt follow, and it may be 
both. 


But you will fay, if the King will but conſent to 
d:finherit the Duke of York , the quarrel is at an 
End, 


Ruming 
the Monarchy and himſelf too, or (which is all 


— Worry G54 
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The - Author to the Reader. 


Fund. I jay No, but if the Duke were dead, the Xing 
would be in the fame Condition, for beſides difinhe- 
riting of the Duke of York, we muſt have none in 
any Office but Sober Proteſtants, Enemies to Po- 
pery and Arbitrary Government ; and of this 
they muſt be Judges who tall the Religion Eſta- 
bliſhed Popery, andthe Monarchy, an Arvitrary- 
Government. And When this is Granted, the 
King muſt have no Guards, no Privy-Councel- 
lors, no Judges, but what they pleaſe. And a 
Parliament to fit till they have done the buſineſs 
of the Nation, and Secured the Proteltant Re- 
ligion from all poſſubility of being Deſtroyed, or 
Changed : that is, to the End of the World. And 
when he hath Granted all this, he will have nothing 
more to part with but his Life, and long he will not 
be able to keep that neither. 


So 1 conclude, he neither can nor will ever Grant 
theſe things, and I am morally aſſured that ſuch a 
Parliament as will not be contented with leſs, will 
infallibly bring on a Change vf the Government , 
or a War in a ſhort time either Forein or Domeſtick, 


and whoever hath a hand in ſending up ſuch a Par- 


lament, muſt be accountable to God and Man for the 
Conſequences. 


But 
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The Author _ the Reader. 


But on the contrary, would you ( when his Ma- 
Jeſty permits it ) Chooſe honeſt Country Gentlemen, 
that Love neither the Diſlenters nor the Papiſts, 
they would ſecure you and the Nation from Popery, | 
Arbirrary Government, another War, - and a | 
Change of the Government, and England ſhould | 
once more become the Ballance of Chriſtendom , | 
the Terror of France, the Bulwark of the Re- | 


formed Religion, the Foy and Paradiſe of the whole 
Earth. | | 


The Deſign of the following Diſcourſe, ( how 
-well or ill ſoever done) is to ſhew you how, and 
by whoſe means we were brought into this Condi. 
tron. Not to Augment your Fears and Jealeuſies, 
but your Sagacity and Prudence, to which the other 
two are the greateſt Enemies in the World, eſpeci- 

: ally When they are not reaſonable, or are preten- 
ded by others to deceive. It is or was, a Cuſtom 
amongſt Huntlmen to hang a long Line full of 

Painted Feathers, and then with that Line to en- 
compaſs a feeding Deer, the poor Animal being 


equally afraid of the Hunters and the wag ging Fea- 


\| : thers, runs m a round and is ruin'd by her own 

Y Fears and Jealoufies, where there is no Cauſe more 

7 7 | 

E than by the Real Dangers, which [he would eaftly 
'# | otherwiſe 


The Author to the Reader. 


etherwiſe have Eſcaped. I ſhall not need to make 
the Application. 


That the God of Heaven wonld be pleaſed to bleſs 
the Work that it may contribute ſomething to the qui- 
eting of the Nation, 1s all I ſhall add, and [o 


: | F, arewe [ . 
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| kind a general confuicd Notion of what is ouving upon 


(1) 


COUNTR Y-MEN, 


That Seek.the Proſperity 


O F 


FH O the great and holy God hath lockr up 
I "6 the knowledg of all future and contingent 


Events in the facred Cabinet of his own 
Ge Breaſt, ina Light that is unapprochable, 
SEES) ina Silence that is never to be opened, in 
a Receis that is impenetrable, and unſearchable to the 
greateſt and moſt illuſtrious Angel in Heaven, and much 
more to the pore-biind Sons of Lapfſed Adam : yer be- 
ſides that, he himleit 1s ſometimes pleaſed to give Man- 


them, to the intent they may prepare themſelves by Re- 
pentance.to.divert, or mitigate his Judgments, or by Pa- 
tience and a generous and Chriſtian Fortitude, ro bear 
the Chaſtiſements of this great and holy God for 'the Sins 
of the World. Beſides this, he in his Providence hath 
endowed Mankind with an excellent diſcurſive faculty, 
which grounding upon what is paſt, and obſerving the 

tempers 


Cu). 


zempers of Men and the State of things that. are preſent, 
and comparing them together, the unlearned as far as 
their own-memory will reach, or the diſcourſes of others of 
greater Age or Learning may inform them, may with much 
probabiliy conjecture what is coming ; and alrho theſe 
toreſights in the many, are very obſcure;. yet if they 
would conſult their Reaſons ar the ſame time, and call 


upon God for his Affiſtance to direct them, they mighr 


be of great uſe to them and to the World, and prove as 
they are deſigned to be; great Bleſſings. 

And had God done no more than this for mankind, 
their Obligations had been great and they could only 
have blamed their own wickedneſs or tolly, if a Dome- 


ſtick Calamity, ſuch as a Civil War or Rebellion had 


overtaken them unawares and without ſome ſort of fore- 
ſight of ir. Bur then his Providence hath provided much 
bercer for us: he hath given us the Story of the World 
from its creation to the fall of the Jewiſh State, the truth 
of which is indiſputable and conimonly known. And 
when thoſe inſpired Pen-men ceaſed, he provided' athers 
it other Countries to continue down the relations of his 


Providence through every-Age to that in which welive ; 


and they that have made ic their buſineſs to ſearch into- 


theſe Repoſitories of paſt events, and have by their Con- 
verſation with the better fort of men been able alſo to 
rake a particular Account of their own times, are there- 
by qualified to paſs a far more certain judgment , and 
ought as far as they appear honeſt and diſintereſfed; to 


be truſted by the unlearned , and for thar End God 
hath raiſed them up, aud given them thoſe means of 


Knowledge, and art their hands he will require the blood 

of thoſe poor harmleſs Sheep they--are ſer over, if they 

do. miſ-lead or not fore-warn them. 
Tho I. may much better be  numbred- amongft- the 


middle fort of Men than with.the Learned , and- have 
lived 
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(3) 

lived ſo obſcure a Life as not to be able to make a clofe 
reflection upon the perſons .and things that are now upon 
the Stage, and ſo do not look upon my ſelf to be in- 
diſputably obliged ro become a publick monitor , at a 
time when I can expect little bur Reproach, if I be not 
known, and muſt run the hazard of Ruining my ſelf and 
family, if I be. Yet I cannot preyail upon my ſelf to ſir 
till and take patiently the Lot ſhall fall ro my ſhare 
—_— the reſt, till I have made one publick Attempt 
ro reſcue my dear Country-men ( if it may be) out of 
out of their deluſion and danger. — 

But becauſe the Counſel of Strangers, and ſuch I de- 
fire to be to my Reader, is and ought to be ſuſpeed, 
till the Deſign of the giver is known. Lwill tell my 
Reader what, though not whoI am : I was-bred a Diſlen- 
ter from the Religion now Eſtabliſhed in the Church of 
England, a.great admirer of Parliaments, and taught be- 
times to fear Monarchy and Arbitrary Government:: 
and as for Popery, I have ſo great an averſion for it, that 
I never willingly converſed with one of that Religion, and, 
if God permits me to chooſe my Company never will. 
But TI muſt confeſs, I have ſeen great-reafon to alter in 
part from what I was; for I have heartily embraced the 
Religion Eſtabliſhed, not our of any worldly Conſidera- 
tion, bur purely tor .its goodneſs. TI prefer our Monarchy 
roo before all the Governments that now are, or ever 
have been extant in the World ; fo far as I can know 
them. And] think Parliaments well Choſen and Acting 
' prudently, .are one of the beſt human Conſtitutions that 
ever the Sun ſhed his beams upon. In fine, if God would 
give me liberty to choote the utmoſt that I would wiſh; 
it ſhould be to leave things to my Poſterity as'they were 
fetled upon his Majeſties Return : and greater happineſs 
than this can never betide this Nation, -as time will ſhew; 
$o that if my. Reader finds any thing intheſe;Papers _ 

-” B 2 .doth 
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doth not agree with this, he is deſired to look upon it as 


an Error, and to reje& and abhor it rather than approve 
of jt. . 


That the People of Ergland. are at this day in as great 


a ferment as ever any People were in, that were not 
aRually ingaged in an Inteſtine War, 1s a truth ſo ap- 
parent, that I think I may boldly ſpeak 1t. That. this. 
ſtate of things is uneaſie, uncomfortable, unſafe, I be- 
lieve will not be denyed by any but thoſe who hope for 


more advantage from it, than I do expect from the beſt. 


ſtate of things in this world that can happen, and thoſe 


T1 have nothing to ſay to. For the welfare of the reſt _ 


I wiil enquire into the Cauſes of thefe Diſtempers, and 
this will lead them and me to: the cure better than any 
projects without it. 


I ay the firſt and great Cauſe of them ( next our fins ' 


againſt God ) is the diverſity of Religions now pro- 
felled in England, from whence proceeds fſidings and 
part-making and taking, il}-will, hatred, contention, 
diſlike of what is preſent, jealouſte of what may come, 
one party hoping to riſe, another fearing it may be ſo, 
and pulling it down or endeavourtng to keep it under : 
and this is common to -all. 


A ſecond Cauſe is our late Recovery out of a ſtate of 


things quite contrary to what we now .are in, and fo 


our preſent diltemper may truly enough be ſaid to be 
but the reliques of our former Malady ; which have not 
had that due purgation they ought to have had, and 
have been working in the Nation theſe twenty years, 
tho in great part ſuppreſt by his Majeſties Prudence, and 
the Loyalty of his firſt and ſecond Parliament. 
A-third Cauſe is the Luxury and Prodigality of the 
preſent Age, which have brought many men into want 
who can ill endureit, and therefore hope to mend their 
Fortunes: by the Ruin of their opulent Neighbours, and 


this- / 


Big non dat, ha, a: ef 


5 hy 


(5) 

this is ſo obvious, I wonder *tis no more taken notice 
of. This alone brought on the Civil Wars of Rox, 
which turn'd that State topley turvey and went near to 
bring it to a final Ruin. | | | 

As for the Popiſþ Plot, the uncertainty of his 'R. H. 


| his Religion : the want of Lawful Iflue to inherit after 


his Majeſty, and the like; I look upon them as things 
that occafion rather than cauſe our Sickneſs,and as ſuch 
I will conſider them in due time. | 1 

The firſt of theſe cauſes,the diverlity of Religions is fo 
apparent, That Forainers are well acquainted with ir, 


_ and, wiſe men ſay, make uſe of it to ſerve their ends 
upon us, .nay ſome fay by Arts, Penſtons, Emiffaries, 


and ſuch hke means attend and increaſe them. Bur be- 
fore we can conſider of a Remedy, we muſt confide: 
the Cauſe, and whence it proceeds, and whither it tends, 


* and what will be the Event. And alſo what number 


of contending parties: there 1s, or diviſions. 
. The Religion by Law Eſtabliſhed is the ſame for fub- 


ſtance that was ſettled in the Reign of Edward the Sixth, 


by the Univerſal Conſent of this Nation, both in Synods 


and Parliaments, and which being ſuſpended during the 


Reign of Queen Mary, was re-eſtabliſh'd by Q. Eizabeth, 
under whom and her Succetiors nt became fo radicated 
in the Hearts of the Er7g/iſþ Nation, that after twenty 
years endeavour to ruin it Root and Branch, by Fire 
and Sword, it revived upon his Majeſties Reſtauration 
and was Reſetled again with'more Honour and Zeal than 
ever, tho its Enemies had done their utmoſt to oblge 
the whole Nation to Abjure it in the Solenmm League and 
Covenant : which as they are Arguments of the goodneſs 
of it, and of God's particular Care for its Preſervation, 
ſo are they undeniable Proofs thatit 1s backed by a ſtrong 
Party of :refolute, wiſe and ſober men, and 1n it ſelf 
agrecableto the temper and humor of the Engliſh People, 

| as 
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as far as it is fit Religion ſhould be ſo, which is to ruke 
and govern us, and not to be ruted by us only. 

All that I ſhall infer from hence 1s, That whoever he 
be that Attempts the Ruin of 1t, muſt A& contrary 
firſt to the known Laws of the Land, to which every 
man hath given his Conſent by his Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, and under the profeſſion of which he ar his 
Anceſtors may have received the greateſt Bleſſings this 
World affords. Secondly, That it never can be eradi- 
cated but by Blood and Violence, nor by them neither 
in hkelthood without the total ruin not only of the Go- 
vernment, but Nation and People that-profeſs it. Which 


are things of that Nature, as every Ergl/iſh man ought to 


' think of with the ſeriouſneſs of a dying man, how much 


ſoever he may diſlike this.Religion:- 1f he doth nor, it | 


will be his Sin, and bid fair for his Ruin here and here- 
after. And as to the Friends of it, I ſhall ſay but this, 
Be Conſtant and of 'a good Courage, and let not the 
| badneſs of your Lives ſlander that Excellent Church 
whoſe.Children you are, or profeſs to be, and the Lord 
himſelf will fight for you as he hath hitherto done, to 
the Amazement of your Enemies, if they would Con- 
fider it. 2 | 
The next contending party are the Papiſts, which 'are 


firſt, nothing in proportionto the Proteſtants. Secondly, 


- Univerſally ſuſpeed, and hated by all that differ from 
them with ſuch a natural Averſion, That the Quarrel 
is become National], and never to be extinguiſhed in one 
Age, if it can ever be effected, which I much doubt. 
Thirdly, Nor is this without Reaſon, it betng a Religion 


deſtructive of the Intereſt, Honour, Sovereignty, and 


Wealth of the Erngl:ſþ Nation, who therefore finally for- 
ſook it, as well as for the Badneſs and Imperiouſneſs, the 
Covetouſneſs and Tyranny, the Falſhood and Treachery 
of it and the Diſciples of 1t : And further]amnot at pre- 
ſent concerned with it. And 
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And to them that profeſs it, their Intereſt is to be as 
quiet as they can, and never to Attempt that which can 
never be effe&ed, but by the Ruin of their Country, and 
their own too, and if nothing elfe will do, it 1s bet-' 
ter to forſake- than-deſtroy their NativeLand; and to 
this the Generofity of ſome Heathens have arrived : 
and if I were of that Religion, I ſhould be aſhamed to 
be out-done by them. But I do not expe what TI ſhall 
ſay will have any weight with them, and therefore I 


will fay the leſs. 


As to them of the Church of Ezelazd, I would adviſe 
them to conſult their own Intereſt fo far, as to have 
nothing to-do with: their Popiſh Neighbours, nor any 
Converſation with them, which if it were duly obſerved 
might be a better means to reduce them in time, than 
all the Laws that were ever yet made againft them, 
and would however give the common people who can- 
not di{tinguiſh betwixt kindneſs to the Men and to their 
Religion, great ſatisfation, and prevent ſome of the 
grounds of thoſe Reproaches that are oftentimes falſely 
enough caſt at them by the Difſenters, who watch this 


familiarity, and thereby blaft the Reputation of good 


Men with the Multitude, and too often feign it is where 
It isnot. But this Counſel] 1s particularly fit for Women, 
to prevent perverting 3 for Clergymen, Gentlemen and. 
Magiſtrates to preſerve their Integrity and Reputation 
with the People: Tradeſmen. Tenants, and the like, 


may do it, as far as the Neceſlity of their Callings re- 


quire, and'no further if they be wiſe : but then this is 
intended only for my private Opinion, and TI will not 
Condemn thoſe who take it not, nor can I excuſe thoſe 
People whoſe prejudices have made this Advice ſeem 
neceſſary, for many have have hated Popery the more. 


for. Converling with Papiſts. 


Secondly, 


(8) 
Secondly, I humbly conceive it 1s neceſſary that the 
Laws againſt the Recuſants ſhould be conſtantly and. 


equaily put in execution : and I think King James com- | 


mitted a great Error in Poluicks ( though 1t was an Act 
of great goodneſs) when he (topped the Execution of 
all Laws againſt them upon his coming to the Crown 
of England, hoping to win them by gentle means, the 
contrary of which he had like to have tound in the Gun- 
powder-Plot, to his Coſt. And it will ever be looked 
upon with Jealouſie by the common: People, to lee the 
Dillenters puniſhed and the Papilts ſpared, and there- 
tore the policy of ballancing thoſe two Factions, 1s juſt 
curing a Lethargy by a Feaver, whereas pertect health 
is only to be found in the abſenceof both. And I could 
wilh we had ſome gentler Law than that of twenty pound 
a Month, ſo made, that it might not be jt the power of 


any man to ſtop it, the peralty being aſſigned to the re- 


pairing of Bridges, or tome other ſuch hke Chaitable 
Uſe, and to be Jevied and diſpoſed of in the County 
where their Lands Ilye, and a Treaſurer for that purpoſe 
appointed. 

The beſt Advice I can give the Diſſenters in this Caſe 
1s, That they would put an End to their old Legerdemain 
of calling all thofe perſons Papiſts that are not. of their 
Religions, becauſe it gives the Papiſts great Advantages 

by making their Party ſeem much greater than it 1s, and 


conſequently confirms them in their way to all our da- 


mages. 2. It tends to introduce jealoufies and diſtruſts 
among(t the common people, which may occaſion ano- 
ther War, as 1t did the laſt; and which 1s the only way 
that Popery ever can be ſctled again in Exgland, and ſo 
15 impolitick and fooliſh as well as falſe, bur becauſe this 
is the only end for which they do it, I muſt expef no 
attention from them : but thoſe men that have not that 
deſign are they for whom it 1s intended. 


And 
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And now I will in the third place conſider the Diſ- 
ſenters themſelves, which though they are expreſſed by 
' one word, yet if they be asked, What their proper Name 
| 1s? they muſt Anſwer with the Demonaick 1n the Goſpel, 
Legion, becauſe we are many - and which is more, have 
mortal feuds amongſt themſelves, and can no more 
agree one with another than with the Church of Exgland, 
or the Recuſants, 1f they ſhould once attain what they 
| unite for, the Ruin of the Religion and Government 
{ Eſtabliſhed ; and yet I muſt add more to them, Firſt, A 
| conſiderable part of thoſe that may be found within the 
{ Walls of our Churches, who have Conformed to pre- 
|. vent the Penalties of the Law ; though they hate the 
| Religion they profeſs, or prefer that they do not. Se- 
| condly, All thole good men who take the Sacrament 
| according to the Church of Ezg/ard, to qualifie them 
for Places of Truſt and Preferment, which when they 
have once gained, they imploy them to the Ruin of 
that Church. Thzrdly, All thoſe that are diſcontented 
or ambitious, and hope to rife by oppoſition to the pre- 
ſent Government 3 or at leaſt to be revenged on them 
that ſtand in their way. Foxrthly, All the Semi-con- 
forming Clergy, who to keep their Livings, have com- 
ply'd with the Religion Eſtabliſh'd, tho in their hearts 
they hate it, and by their actions endeavour to Ruin it 
as far as they durſt. All which are juſt ſuch friends to 
the Church of England, as Joab was to Abner when 
he took him friendly by the Beard and kifſed him. And 
to thele I will add another fort who have been deluded 
by the zealous pretences of theſe men for the preſer- 
ving the Proteſtant Religion, and extirpating Popery, 
many of which are of their Party by Accident, and 
hate them as heartily as any that oppoſe them moſt of 
all, and yet through Ignorance and Incopitancy, pro- 
mote their deſigns. It the EE all theſe Fong 
| | ' taxe 
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take ſome time, I muſt beſpeak the Reader's patience, 
for here our greateſt danger lies, and as we ſucceed or 


fail, here the Event will follow. 


My Reader mult not expect from me here an Hiſtorical 
Account of the Origine, Differences, or Diviſions that 
are among theſe Dillenters, much leſs a Confutation of 
their Tenets; that is no part of my buſineſs. I conlider 
them as a State-Faction, and with reference to the 
Peace and Government of Ezeland, and if I can de- 
monltrate that their Uniting, as they have ever ſince 
Sixty, to embroyl us in another War ; will certainly at 
one time or other have 1ll effects, though it 1s likely 
quite contrary to what they intend : I ſhall then con- 
clude that all men that love themſelves will be ſo wiſe 
as to oppoſe them, and even that thoſe amongſt them 
who truly Fear God and Love their Country,. will de- 
fiſt from driving on the Deſigns of the Ambitious, and 
Bloody Party any: further, and not pretend the ſecond 
time, That they did not think ſuch godly men had che- 
riſhed ſuch ungodly thoughts; as they (aid when they ſaw 
his. Majeſties Father Murdered by them before. 

Amongſt theſe Difſenters two parties are to be more 
eſpecially conlidered, the Presbyterians and the. Indepern- 


- dents, all the reſtare not worth our taking any notice of, 


but as they joyn with theſe and ſo make up the number. 

Presbytery was hatched in Rebellion and a popular 
State and fitted for it, and the whole Scheme of it is 
adapted to thoſe Ends, and is totally inconſiſtent with 
Monarchy, and the Freedoms and Liberties of any Peo- 
ple that are the Friends but will not be the Slaves of 
their Clergy : and accordingly where ever this Religi- 
on hath ſet its foot into the Territories of any Monarch, 
Rebdllion hath ever followed, as Dr. Heyliz hath proved 
at large 3 and this is not ſo much the deſtiny of Preſ- 
bytery, as a _necefſary efte& of its 111 principles, which 


are 


(11) 


are the ſame with thoſe of Pozery, only the one ends 


in an Eccleſiaſtical Monarchy, of which the Pope as 


Chriſt's Vicar here on Earth and Succeſſor to S. Peter, 


' is the Head. And the other in a Confiſtory or Synod, 


made up of a mixture of Clergy-men and Lay-Elders. 
But they are both accountable to none but God, free 
from all Subjection to Princes in matters of Religion, 
and which is yet worſe, pretend a Charter from "th 
ven to compel the Kings of the Earth to become the 
Executioners of their Decrees whether they like them 
or not, upon pain of Excommunication and Depolſi- 
tion. And both of them have ſet the People above their 
Princes, and pretend, That the Powers that are, are not 
Ordained of God, but introduced by force or ſubtilty, 
or the conſent and pats of their people, and accordingly 
are accountable and puniſhable upon Mal-Adminiſtra- 
tion; of which the Pope on the one hand, and the 
Confftory or Synod on the other are the Judges. And 
the conſequences of theſe thingsare not difficult to fore- 
ſee or at leaſt will quickly be Htnd by experience, and 
then, though Popery aroſe by degrees in a dark and di- 
{trafted Age, and ſo was received ; it isno wonder if this 
young upſtart which ſprang up ſo lately in the Vallies 


of Geneva, meets with leſs welcom from Crowned Heads, 


and the Scorch man was not much out when he ſaid all 
Kings'were 7zzfenſiſſumi Evangelii hoſtes, the irreconcile- 
able Enemies of the Goſpel, by which laſt term he only 
meant the Presbyterian Diſcipline : and ſuch they mu 


_ continue as long as they mean to be Maſters of their 


Power, and free from the Cenſares of their own Sub- 
jeas. | 

But Presbytery 15 not only troubleſome to Princes, but 
to Subjects too, if they value their own Liberty; for 
when this Scepter 1s once received as by Divine Right, 


it proves a Rod of Iron, For every little Vicar with 
| | C 2 the 
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the aſſiſtance. of i Giate vgnue-maker, and a Reverend 


Taylor or Weaver, that can neither write nor read, it may 
be; but to be ſure, that are unacquainted with the 
L anguage of the Beaſt, ſhall then convent before them 
the beſt Gentleman or Gentlewoman, Knight, Lord or 
Lady that lives in the Pariſh, and with much Authority 
and little Law or Civility, proceed againſt them for 
Dancing, ſuing a more godly Brother, or any ſuch like 
unchriſtian wickedneſs, and this being duely confide- 
red by the long Parliament Gentlemen, tho they had 
ſworn to do the feat, when they had need of the Scots, 


yet they deſire to be excuſed, when the Aſſembly of Di- 


2ines preſs'd them to ſettle it as of Divine Inſtitution, 
and clapt ſo many reſtrictions and qualifications on: their 
darling Diſcipline, as they werenever able to digeſt, by 
which means it miſcarried then, and I believe it 1s never 
likely again to come ſo near a ſettlement as 1t was then. 

So that I may ſafely aſſure any man it is morally im- 
poſlible now, ever to ſettle Presbytery in Ergland ; which 
muſt pull down the Monarchy and the Church of Ex- 


gland 1n the firſt place, and then Conquer all the other ' 


Factions that were too ſtrong for it before, and Popery 
too, before ever it can hope to be ſetled as I ſaid here. 
And when theſe great things are to be brought about, 
or by which ways, Iam not concernd to enquire. 
Trdependency ſprung out of the former as a luxuriant 
ſucker from the root of a Tree, and giving more liberty 
both to Princes and private men, who were at their 
choice, whether they would hſt themſelves in their Con- 
gregations or no; and not pretending to rival the Par- 


lament or the General by a National performance : 


every holder forth dcfiring only to head his own Con- 
gregation, and to order all things by the Vote of the 


major part of the Aſſembly ; ſoon over-topped good 
Str John Presbzter,brought him under,and treated him and 


_ his 
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his Aſſiſtatits in the ſame manner as they two in conjun-. 
ion had treated the Biſhops and the Loyal Party, then 
call'd Malignants before. And fo advancing the Ban- 
ner of a general Toleration to all the Herefies and 
Schiſms that could poſhbly be introduced or invented, 
and pumſhing no ſort of men whatſoever, but Church 
of Ergland men and Papiſts : and under this all the reſt 
bad their full ſwinge, till Foraigners took notice, there 
was above 140 ſeveral Fa&tions and Hereſfies, befides 
a ſtanding Army of 3oooo men: Arbitrary Tyranny, 
Moneys levied without Parliaments, Princes and pri- 
vate men murder'd by High Courts of Juſtice, again(t 
- Law and Reaſon, and finally all that Contufion, Oprei- 
; fion and Diſorder, that a ſinful Nation had deſerved by 
a proſperous RebeJlion. Till in ſhort the meaneſt per- 
ſons in the Nation ſaw that nothing could prevent 
their Ruin but the recalling of their King, and the re- 
ſetling that Religion which theſe godly Rebels had ſworn 
to root up. And fo Irdeperndency and Presbytery fell 
both of them again under Monarchy and Epiſcopacy. 
Thus ended the laſt Rebellion, in the Year 1660. to 
-the general Foy and Satisfaction of the Eg; Nation, 
the Authors of it, after all the Villanies and Treaſons 
they had been guilty of, and perpetrated in the pre- 
ceeding twenty Years, having gained nothing but the 
deteſtation of the People, and a dreadful expectation 
of his Majefttes Revenge for the Blood of his Father 
and all his Loyal Subjeqs, which had been fpilt in that 
abominable War, But this Prince returned with other 
thoughts, and contradicted the Old Obſervation, Ge. 


= —— Regnebit ſanguine mult PE IN 
Ad reenum qui/quis, venit ab Exitio. 


He that once ExiPd comes to Reign 
With too-much Blood his times will ſtain. 
This 
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This they had reaſon to fear, becauſe they had ſo much 
Fa ry It, and this they did actually dread as much 
as ever men did, but his Majeſty was in as much pain as 
they, till an A&R of Oblivion and Indemnity was not only 
ofterd, but 1n ſome ſort prelt upon the Parliament, and 
pailed to his Majeſties great Satisfaction, and their great 
Security. And who now could have expected but that 
being thus reinſtated in their Lives and Fortunes, they 
ſhould have been the moſt Loyal and.Dutiful Subjects 
in the World, and by that have made ſome amends for 
their former Crimes ? But tho the King had forgiven 
them, they could not find in their hearts to forgive 
either him or his Friends, as I ſhall preſently ſhew you. 
When in the mean time that Parliament having finiſhed 
the great Work they met about, and reſtored the King 
to his Right, the three Nations to their Peace and An- 
tient Liberties and Immunities, was at laſt diilolved by 
his Majeſty, that another might be called by the King's 
Writ,' in a more regular and legal manner 3 which was 
impoſſible when this met, the King being then in Exile. 
In the Interim his Majeſty had reduced the Liturgy 


'of the Church into Uſe in his own Royal Chappel, 


and as for the rcſt of the Nation, the old Sequeſtred 
Clergy being onely reſtored to their righttul Livings, 
and the Vacancies of the dignified Clergy filled up, his 
Majeſty left all men to he liberty of doing as they 
pleaſed: So that the Service of the Church war per- 
formed according to the particular will and humors of 
the People or Prieſt, in ſome places the whole. Liturgy 
being uted, and in others a part, and in others none : 
Yet for all that, theſe godly men could not reſt, though 
they had then as perfect a Liberty of Conſcience as could 


be delired. - I was then a Child, and did not make thoſe 


Obſervations that I have fince , yet ] remember this 
happen'd 1n the place where I then lived, There were 
two 
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two Churches in that Town, and the Church of Ereland 
Party had one and the Diſlenters had the other by agree- 
ment, bur preſently after they repenting, got the Key 
of the other Church on a Sunday morning, and would 
not have permitted the Church-Party to have had any 
Service at all ; which might have ended ill enough, if 
ſome G<ntlemen of good prudence had not interpoled, 
and by their Authority taught theſe meek Difſenters 
more Modeſty. By which you may fee what they would 
have done, it the Power had (till been in their hands, 
and what we might have expected trom them, and how 
unjuſt. all their after-Clamours againſt the Biſhops and 
Government for ſettlI1ing'\Religion-as it now ſtands, are : 
and by this little Story, the Truth of which hundreds 
yet living can atte(r, you may clearly ſee what would 
have followed, it this Liberty had been continued but a 
few years more. 

In the interim the whole Nation was employed in 
making Elections toferve 1n the next Parliament, and ſo 
great was every bodies farisfaction 1n the proceedingsof 
theſe Loyal Gentlemen 1n the former Parliament, and 
the Reputation of the Difſenters at fo low an Ebb 
with all the World, that however 1ndultrious they were 
to recommend their old confiding men, the Choice fell 
generally upon the Kings Friends, the Members of the 
former Parliament. And it was well for England that 


1t did fo, for the King was ſcarce well ſettled in his: 


Throne, and the dilcontented Dillenters having at laſt 
recovered out of the Amazement the Caange had caſt 
them into, were hard at work under-hand, to rally up 
their feattered Forces, and revive their drooping Spt-: 
rits 3 to this end, the Murderers of the Late King. 
were recommended to the People as Martyrs, after they 
had ſuffered as Traytorsz and not contented with the 
Liberty of the Churches, private Conycnticles were: 

kept 
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kept in Houſes, and great numbers of People Aſſem- 

bled on that Account, and ſad Stories vere told of the 

ns badneſs of the times, and whole Books of-Propheſies 

Book of Pro- and Prodigies printed to make the People more compli- 
digies. Preface. ant with them, and averſe to their Governors. 

So that had this Parliament given them the leaſt en- 

couragement, we had certainly returned into our former 

State of Hoſtility, and the King been brought to fight 

with his own Subjedts for the Crown, for from that day 

the King quitted the old ſcores by a Pardon, they plot- 

ted to ruin him that had ſaved them. And not long 

after ſet afoot the obligation of the Solexzz League and 

Covenant, as the likelieſt Inſtrument to effect this Great, 

this Good End. So impoſiible it is for theſe Sober Prote- 

ſtants to be obliged by any Act of Grace a Prince can 

do for them ; and ſo impoſiible it 1s they ſhould be quiet. 

In May, 1661. the Long Loyal Parliament met, about 

which time his Majeſty ordered a Conference betwixt 

ſome of the Epiſcopal Divines and the Diſſenters, to 

Review the Liturgy, and to make ſuch alterations as 


ſhould be thought neceſſary, and to make ſuch additio- 


nal forms alſo as were ſuitable to the ſeveral parrs of 
Worſhip. And in the mean time delired that they 
would uſe as much of the QId Book as they had no 
Exception againſt ; and declared, That in compaſſion 
to divers of his good Subjects, who ſcrupled the Ule 
of it as then it was 5 none ſhould be puniſhed or trou- 
bled for not uſing it, untill it was reviewed and effe- 
ally reformed. Inſtead of which the Diſſenters pub- 
liſhed a New-Liturgy conſiſting of 76 Parto Pages, iwith 
a lamentable Petition, appealing thereby from the King 
and Biſhops to the People. So that the King and 
Parliament ſeeing no good was to be done with them, 
made an A& for Uniformity to commence from S. Bar- 


tholomew, 1662. and publiſhed the Liturgy as it now 


{tands 
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Teacher againſt Teacher, Congregation againſt Congre- 
gation 3 and by all the Arts imaginable, endeavoured 
to lay the foundations of another War. And herein 


_ the Diſlenters joyned with the Papiſts in the Houle of 


Lords, and mutually attempted to hinder the Settle- 
ment. | 


But becauſe all theſe Jittle Arts were likely to be of 


ſmall force without hands to back them, they began to 
ſollicit the Soldtery which was then a foot, many of 


which began to apprehend the Trade was then going 
down, and the Nation might be ſettled ſo as there might 
be no further uſe of them. But the Miniſters of State ſent- 
ing this Delign betimes, put the Houſe of Commons the 
21 of November, 1661. upon a Vote, To deſire the Lords 
conrurrence in a Petition to his Majeſty to iſſue out a Pro- 
clamation for diſarmirg the dizbanded and caſhier d Officers 
and Soldicrs, and to Command them to depart from, and 
not to approach within twenty miles of this City, for ſuch 
time as bis Majeſty ſhould think fit. To which the Lords 
Aiſented, and named S3x, as the Commons did Twelve of 
their Members to attend his Majeſty for that purpoſe : 
But the Eiehicenth of December, the Cold-Streamers and 
other Soldiers, that ſerved under the Lord General Mok 
at his coming out of Scotland into England, deſired the 
Commons Opinon, Whether in their Vote and Adareſs to 
his Majeſty ( before mentioned ) they were included £ 
To which they agreed to Reply, They were n0t : and de- 
fired the Concurrence of the Lords. But at a Confe- 
rence held the next day with the Upper Houſe, the 
Lords replyed, They could not concur. 1. His Majeſty 
having granted his Licenſe to thoſe who-had been recommen- 
ded by the General, And there being ſome who were 
not to be truſted, 2. And the Lord Chancellor tur- 
ther declared, That ths ſame.did concern things of a high 

D | 


ana 


Upon which they began a formal Schiſm, ſet up 
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6y and dancerons nature, and that there had been a Real De- 
iT fren which had been forming ever ſince March laſt, to di- 

* fturb the Union and Peace of the Kingdom, and named: 
al ſeveral of the parties engaged, with the manner and 
ts ” contrivance of their Traiterous Deſign, and the pro- 
oreſs they had from time to time made therein : and 
L3 although their Deſigns were at preſent diſordered, 
as to the effeCting of them in the Town, to which End 
they had made a general invitation of disbanded Of- 
ficers and Soldiers, and other diſaffected perſons to re- |: 
ſort hither , about the Eleventh of this Month; yet PF 
they were (till practifing to put the ſame in execution | 
in the Countrey. And hereupon the Lords appointed 
a Committee of Twelve of their own houſe, and defired | 
an anſwerable number of the Commons to be joyned | 
'S with them, who might {{ during the receſs ) examine the | 
| ſaid Trayterous Deſigns and report it to the Houle, 
b with ſuch Expedients as they ſhould find neceſſary 
for preventing and ſupprefiing thereof, and fecuring. 
the Peace of the Nation in this junQure of Afﬀeairs. 
; To which the Commons agreed, and appointed Twerty 
A _ foxr.of their Members to be joyned to the Committee 
Wl appointed bythe Lords. 
i | And when this failed, in the Year. 1662. they 

| wrought ſo much upon his Majeſties Compaſſion , as 

. to diſpoſe him very much to have granted them a To- 
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q; 2. leration the ſecond time, which being perceived by the | : 
«(4 Parliament, they tendred fuch Reaſons to the contrary, Þ} / 
A as made the Deſign for that time miſcarry, and ſo all - | 
'T: things went according to the Act of Uniformity. | 
a The Prefles in this time alſo were peſtered ( as now 
V they are. ) with ſuch numerous ſwarms of. Libels, that og 
i" his. Majefties- Life and Reputation, Authority and Go- | ' 
vernment, were much endangered : andT remember in : 
” that - time a Patnphlet was ſtopped at the Preſs, which l 


recom- 


(19) od 
recommended to the People the Example of Ehud 
who ftab'd the King of Moab, as an heroick attempt. 
To prevent which inconveniencies, this Loyal Parlha- 
ment paſſed an AR, the Preface of which being ſhort 
ts as followeth : 


Hereas the Well Government and Regulating of Prin- 
ters and Printing Preſſes 3s matter VA pnblick Care, 
and of great Concernment, eſpecially conſidering, that by 
the general Licentionſneſs of the late times, many evil a 
poſed perſons have been enconraged to Print and Sell He- 
retical, Schiſmatical, Blaſphemous, Seditious and Treaſo- 
.nable Books. Pamphlets and Papers , And ſtill do. continue 
ſuch their QOnlawfil and Exorbitant PradGices ( mark 
thele words ) to the high Diſhononr of Almighty God, the 
endangering the Peace of the Kingdom, and raifing a diſ- 
affetion to his Moſs Excellent Majeſty and his Govern- 
ment. 

For prevention whereof, no ſurer means can be de- 
Viſed, than by reducing and limiting the number of Prin- 
ting Preſſes, aud by Ordering and Settling the ſaid Art or 
Myftery of Printing by AG of Parliament : which A& be- 
ine (imce Expired, all theſe inconveniencies are returned 
upon the Nation with ſo munch the more Violence as the 
Reſtraint hath inraged the Diſtemper ; many of the wvorſt 
Books that were Printed im the late Rebellion, being Re- 
printed as New Books. And to all the Malice of the pre- 
ſexs Times, all that of the intermediate betwixt the Making 
and Expiring of the ſaid 4G being added; and now at 
once ſext out to infe@ the Nation. 

Whether this be a good way for Diffenters to expreſs 
their pretended Love and Loyalty to his Majeſty, and 
whether the Conntenancing this can be intended for any 
other End but the beperting another Rebellion, let 
the Reader judge-? 
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(20) 
Fhe number of Diſſenting Teachers, who were either 
deprived of their ill-gotten Livings, to; reſtore the 
Rightful: Owners who were then living; .or had de- 


prived themſelves by. refuſing to Subſcribe or take 


Epiſcopal Orders, was great without doubt : and theſe 
almoſt all of them forthwith took up the Trade of 
Conventickling, ſo that the Nation 1n general, but 
eſpecially Londoz and the great Towns became rarely 
well ſtocked with that fort of Oat-Lyers, who under 
pretence of Terder Confciences, did at their Meetings 


contrive Inſurrections as late Experience hath ſhewed,. 


as the Words of the Statute are. To prevent which 


growing and dangerous pradtices of Seditious Sectaries,. 


and other Diſloyal Perſons, an Ac paſſed in the 167h. 
Year: of his-Majeſties Reign, for. the puniſhing of thoſe 
Diſorders. 


And it was high time this Care ſhould be taken, for 


the next Year, 1665. the Lord Chancellor gave an Ac- 
count by Letter to the Juſtices of the Peace, of a Plot 
that was then diſcovered, the Words of which Letter 
are as followeth :. 

His Majeſty being well aſſured by dr Segioy of ſome 
deſperate perſons lately apprekended, and by 


ſties unparallel'd. Lenity and Merty towards bis Subje@s 
for their paſt Offences bow great ſoever, there are ſtill a- 


mongſt them many Seaditious. perſons, who inſtead of being. 


ſorry for the ill they have done, are ſtill contriving by all 


the means.they can, to involve the Kingdom in_a New 


Civil War, and in order thereunto have made Choice of a. 


ſmall Number, who under the Title of a Council hold Cor- 


 reſpondence with the Forain Enemies to this Kingdom, and 
diſtribute their Orders to ſome ſignal men of their Party in 
the ſeveral Connties, who have provided Arms, and Liſted. 
men to be ready upon any ſhort warning to draw together 

zto- 


; other Cre-. 
dible Informations, That notwithſtanding all his Maje- 
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into a Body, by which with the help which they promiſe them-. 


| ſelves from abroad, they preſume to be able to do much M. ſ- 


chief. And after gives Directions how this ſhould be pre- 
vented, amongſt which one wasz To free the Countrey 


from Seditiows and Unlawful Meetings and Conventicles. 


The End of which Meetings is ( asthe Letter goes on ) 
as appears by ſeveral Examinations and Confejſions, to con- 
r14 each other in their Malice againſt the Government, and 
in making. ColleFions for the ſupport of thoſe of their Party, 
who are Liſted to appear in any deſperate undertaking, the 
very time whereof they have deſjened, &c. This Letter 


| bears date the Thirtieth of March, 1665, By which 


you may at once fee how reſtleſs theſe Burminehay Pro- 
reſtants were then to have involved the Nation in a 
War again, and what uſethey made of the Conventicle- 
Meetings, and what the People were there Taught ; yet 
was It not now F7ve Years fince his Majeſties Return, 
and moſt Gracious Pardon. 


But this Contrivance. failing .of its expected Event, 


they plyed. their buſineſs diligently in all Corporations 
that ſend Burgeſſes to Parliament, in which places they 


diſtilled the poyſonous Principles of Schiſm and Re-:. 
bellion, into the hearts of his Majeſties Subj:cts, to the 


great danger of the Church and Kingdom : As the Pre- 


facc of the At madeagainlt this, expretleth it. And there 


the main deſign was, That as the members of that Par- 
lament ſhould die, they might by the help of theſe 
Seduced Inhabitants and Free-men, get men Choſen in- 


17 Ca? Zo Colds 


to their places of other Principles, and- how they have 


ſucceeded in this L need ſay.nothing... . And at the ſame 
time they. induſtriouſly wrought on the Yeomanry and 
inferior Freeholders of the Counties, . blaſting the Repu- 
tationof the Loyal Gentry as Men of Arbitrary Principles, 


and crying up thoſe of their own Party as moderate'men, 
the effects of which were very conſpicuous afterwards tho 
not much regarded then. Be-- 


(22) 


Refore I diſmiſs this Statute I muſt therein take | 


natice of the Oath they are thereby required to make, 
which is this : 


2 4. B. do Swear, That it is not lawful upon 
J anyPÞPzetence whatſoever, totake Arms againſt 
— the King: And that J do abho? that Tray- 
tcrous Poſition of taking arms by his Authozity 
againft yis Perſon, 02 againſt thoſe that. are Tom- 
miſsion d by him, in purſuance of fuch Commitſ- 


ſions, And that J will not any time endeavour any | 
Alteration of Government, either in Church 02 Þ 


Slaſe. 


Now though this 1s fo eafie and reaſonable that a 


man can ſcarce conceive any Subject of Erglard ſhould 
refuſe it, yet I never knew any of this ſort of men 
give the King ſo much Atlurance of therr Loyalty - as 


the taking itz which 1s as plain a Declaration of their 


Intentions as any man could with. For he that will 
not Swear the Unlawtulneſs of taking Arms againſt his 
King, when he 1s required by Law ſo to do, doth 
thereby plamly declare he thinks it Lawfu), and then he 
will never fear to think tt Expedient, when he con- 
ceives it Safe. He that huggs that Trayterous Poſition 
there mentioned, in his boſom, 1s Loyal becauſe he dares 
be no otherwiſe, and ought no more to be endured in 
any place than a declared Enemy. And what can any 
Government expeCtt from him that denies that Negative 
Aſſurance of Not endeawouring an Alteration of it > had 
theſe men had no other Defigns bur that of ſerving 
God according to their Conſciences, and living quietly 


under the Government, tho they could not comply. 


with it, they would have rejoyced at an Opportunity 
of this Nature, to exprefs their Innacency. But the 


refu- 
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refuſing it is a- platn declaration that neither the Peace 


2 of the King orKingdom, nor the Government in Church 
| or State (hall continue longer than, till they have gor 
2? force enough to deſtroy or alter them. ' And ſhall any 


man need a greater demonſtration of their Reſolutions 
to Rebell again when time ſhall ſerve? — 

| In 65. and 66. God Viſited the fins of this. Nation 
with a dreadful Plague, wherein Loxdox ſmarted moſt 


; of all, and mm September 66. God permitted a deſtroy- 
Z ing Fire to follow it, which laid a conſiderable part of 


Þ that populous City-in Aﬀhes ; the diſſenting Miniſters - 
Þ (Cas Mr. Baxter acquaints us in his Laſt Apology ) took 


| the opportunity of theſe two Signal Judgments, and 
| che Confternation the People were then in; to puſh 
| their Deſigns forward, which they might do with the 


greater ſafety, becauſe of the Confuſion that attended 


theſe two Calamities, and he faith that from that time 
| forward, the People became more addicted to - them 
than before. So that Scourge, which, as far as man can or 
| may judge, was ſent upon them for the Sins of the for- 
mer Rebellion, was made by them a means of diſpoſing 
| them to commit the ſame Sins over again, when time and 
| opportunity ſhould ferve. But in the interim things 
| went ſmoother after this; the People attending to re- 
build what the Fire had waſted, and to enjoy the truits 
of the: Peace made with the Dutch after a (harp War. 


And now if any man will but refle& upon what I 


| have ſaid, and add to it what he may poſlibly remen- 


gulph themſelves prefently in thoſe Calamitics they had 


ber of the Times 1 have thus ſhortly repreſented ; He 
will eafily ſee that from the Time his Majeſty (er his 
Foot upon the Engliſh ſhores at his Return; they fell 
to work to contrive his Ruin, and that nothing hath 
hitherto prevented 1t but the oy of the two firſt © 
Parliaments, and the unwillingneſs of the People to 1n- 
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ſo latcly eſcaped out of ;,nor hath his Majeſty failed 


on his part to improve theſe two great advantages, to 
the ſettling of the Government both in Church and 
State, and to the repairing thoſe devaltations which the 
War, Plague and Fire had made. 

Lintend not a Hiſtory oft all their Proceedings, for 
which I am no ways qualified, having lived all my Life 
a private man 1n the Countrey, and converſed .more 
with Ancient than Modern Books, but a Diſcourſe for 


the benctit of them who have not reficfted ſo much on. 


theſe things as they might and ought to -bave done; 
and therefore I ſhall be ſhorter in my Accounts of the 


tollowing times, and the firſt thing. I will take notice ot | 
is his Majceſtics Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience 


or a Toleration, which bears date the Fifteenth of 
March, 1.67+. 

This Declaration was .promoted chicfly by the Lord 
Clifford who was a Roman Catholick, and preſently cloſed 
with by the Earl of Shaftsbury, and as grcedily embraced 
by the Dilflenters 1n general as any thing could be, and 
hath ſince appeared to be as ſubſervient to their Intereſt ; 
yet Coleman's Letters, and many of the Informers in the 
Jate Plot, having opened their Eyes a little, now all 
the blame i is thrown upon the Papiſts, and the World 
made believe as far as men tan be perſuaded out of their 
Senſes, That as the whole Contrivance was Popiſh, ſo 
the Diflenters ſoon found it was ſo, and therefore 
the Presbyterians eſpecially preſently ſuſpeged the 
kindnefs, and hike wiſe men cloſed with the Conformiſts ; 
and refuſed the bait however ſpecious it ſeemed, when 
they ſaw the hook that lay under it, as one of that Party 
tells us, which Dr. Stillinefleet Confutes by quoting 


paſſages out of their own Books Printed in that time, 


and faith, That he was ſo far from believing that they then 
cloſed with the Conformiſts, that he dated'the Presbyterian 


Separation 


(25) 


Separation chiefly from that time. For did they not take 


out Indulgences ( as he goes on.) build Meeting Blaces, 


and. keep up Separate Congregations ever ſirce?. and a little 
| > LE ES ae n Pont Bega Le its Ih! 

after the Ejeded Miniſters then reſorted. to Cities and Cor- 

porations, not to ſupply the neceſſties. of thoſe who wanted 

them, but to gather Churches amongſt thew. Ten Non con- 


forming Miniſters reſorting to oe City where there was not 


above Thirty or Forty Perſons, who refuſed ta come to 
CANFER.:. WE... -— 
This Declaration was ſo ſtoutly oppoſed by the Par- 
lament which met the Fourth day of February following, 
that at laſt his Majeſty tho very unwillingly, yielded 
to. cancel it ; but notwithſtanding there was ſcarce any 
Execution of the Laws again(t them, till in Jarnary or 
February 167}. his Majeſty Commanded the Laws ſhould 
proceed againſt them, ſo that for Fowr whole Years 
they had no conliderable Trouble given them, nor 
indeed bave the Laws been generally at any time ſince 
Executed againſt them. Now what uſe have they 
made of this Favour? Firſt, They have endeavourd 
to perſuade the World, That his Majelty was drawn 
on to this by Popiſh Counſels; who deſigned thereby 
the Ruin of the Proteſtant Religion : without ever 
taking notice of his Majeſties natural Inclination to 
Pity-and Compaſiion. And that one of the Chief Pro- 


moters.of it the Earl of Shaftsbury, neither now is nor 


ever was reputed a Papiſt, but a great Friend and Fi- 
vourer of the Difſenters. Secondly, They made it their 
bulineſs by Perjurics, ſplitting of Free-holds into Atoms 
for a ſmall time, purchaſing Votes, Threats and Pro- 
miſes,. to draw in as many as was poſhible to give their 
Votes for ſuch men as they (ſhould recommend to them 
for Parliament Men. AndI need not tell you what ſort 
of Men they are, but by this means they have made 
Parhaments almoſt totally impraficable, and at laſt made 

that 
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(36) 
that Long-Loyal Parltament to Act fo much unlike it ſelf, 
That his Majeſty who ( toufe the Earl of Shaftsbury's Lan- 
owage in his Speech at the opening of the Seffton of 
Parhament, the Fourth day of February, 7:2.) for many 


Tears Lived with it, with all the Careſſes of a happy Mar-- 
riage, was yet at length forced to give her a Bill of Divorce 


Pe. ſhe had loſt that Loyalty and Aﬀe@ion and Dutiful 
ehaviour which She had before ſhewed towards him; By 


the procurement of thoſe Diſlenters, and thoſe they had 


ſhufled in upon the ſeveral Deaths that happen'd during 
the many years that Parliament was kept a foot. 


Thirdly, By the means of this Toleration they drew off 
ſo many who before Complyed with the Religion Eſta-- 
bliſhed, that they have ever ſince had the confidence to- 


boaſt of their numbers as equal at leaſt, to the Confor- 
miſts... And though this 1s certainly falſe:. yet by the 
means of it their numbers are really bigger than other- 


wiſe they would be, for many men obſerving how- 
ſtravgely they had recovered themſelves out of that: 


low Condition they were in when his Majeſty firſt re- 
turned, and eafily conjeQuring from thence that poſli- 


bly they may be in aſhort time able to try their ſtrength 


with the King in the Field, have joyned with them ag 
far as they might without the danger of Law, to be- 
ſpeak their favour in the next Rebellion, who yet keep 
their Churches in the mean time, and are as hot in their 


diſcourſes againſt the Diſfenters ( if. none of them be. 


preſent ) as any body elſe need to be. So in the Choice 


of Parliament men, in- Juries and all other occafions-- 
where there 1s no danger of penalties, they are for the 
Diflenters, and in all rhe reſt they are for the Church 


_ of Eneland, and in theſe Hypocrites or. Knaviſh Poli- 


ticians, their chief ſtrength doth conſiſt, many of which-. 


3s they had never been gained over to them without the 
Toleration, ſo if ever their Affairs fink, they will ſhew 


them - 
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wn 
them they are of his mind who ſaid he would become 
part of the prey of the Conqueror: and it will be ten 
to one if at laſt thoſe Criples be not really hamſtring'd 
and made to halt 1n good carneſt, but however the mi- 
feries of another Civil War, if it happens, will revenge 
the Folly of them that thus promote it. And God grant 
theſe men may have a double portion of it, if it mult be. 
But befides theſe little Polititians, there is another ſort 
who tho they have conformed ſome im part,as far as once 


a month, or the Sermon, with now and then a ſnip of. 
the Book of Commer: Prayer with it, inſtead of Muſtard 


and Vinegar, which you know a man would be loth to 
be always ty'd to. And others by degrees not finding 
the ſtate of their bodies much dameifieg 1 

and the bodies of their Eſtates better ſecured for the pre» 


ſent at leaſt, have more intirely ſubmitted, yet neither of 


theſe out, of any ſincere Loveto the Religion Eſtabliſh'd, 


but- as Mr. Baxter tells us, *T7s a forced Conformity or 4pol. for the 
Hypocriſte , which doth but paint onr Churches with the N00: 90. 


Ornament of mens companies,and that as it profiteth not their 


Sonls ( no be ſure of it as long as there 1s one threat in 


all the Goſpel againſt Hypocrites ) So (as he learnedly 
goes on ) they are only Inſtruments to undermine us, for 


| forced unwilling Conformiſts will turn againſt us, as ſoon 


as they have opportunity. You ſee what is to be expe&ed 
from ſuch men, and he gives a good reaſon for it, which 
is, That if we impriſor men in our Churches they will be 


ſtill ſeeking to get owt. Were not almoſt all the Weſtmin- 
ſter Afembly Epiſcopal Conformable men ( he means be- 


fore the War began, and whillt it was not fſafe' to be 
otherwiſe, that is nnwilling forced Conformiſts, which 
is Hypoerites in his Opinion ) when they came thither 
And did not almoſt all the People of the Land Conforne 
before the Wars ? and yet (as he tells us truly ) they 
did us never the more Service, nor the leſs diſpleaſure. And 

E 2 where 


by Conformity, 


il (28) 
Wo | where is the wonder of all this that they that are falſe 
| to God and their own Souls be falfe to their Prince, | 
F and to their Neighbours ? But I would entreat Mr, 
# i$ Baxter to try his Memory once more, and it may *!: 
"4h 1 poſſibly inform him that tho the Presbyterians hand- | 
talted theſe Gentlemen by the Solewn League and Co- || 
 2_- venant, yet that would not hold them neither, but ſome | 
L'\ of them proved as falſe to the Covenarters as they iwere | 


IF before to the Conformiſts, and that even of the Aſſem- 

L'7 bly-men : Are not theſe a- worthy ſort. of People to 
1 truſt to? and yet if theſe were taken out of the. Poll- | 
R Books of the Nonconformiſts, the remaining numbers | 


would be much leſs than the. Hearty Conformiſts. And 
Ict him further confider that which faxed theule to them 
j in the late Wars, was the Succeſs that attended the 
ny | Rezellion, and that it in another, things ſhould nat go 
11 after the ſame manner, as no man can. ſay they. will, 
theſe Hypocritical-Conforming-Non-Conformiſts will cer- 
tainly leave their more fincere Brethren, ( who now 
tru(t 1n their Numbers ) 1n the Lurch, and I need not 
tell Mr. Baxter what the Conſequence of that may be; 
for he remembers very well, how: Mr. Love fared when 
| theſe Gentlemen betrayed him into the hands of the 
| more godly Independents. To conclude, as theſe People run 
| the hazard of being ruin'd which ſ{1de ſoever prevail, fo I 
| ' think neither ſide ought to eſteem them theirs, but leave 
them like \Brutes to. fall ro the Conquerors ſhare, and 
treat them accordingly : And:that they may not be to- 
tally ignorant of what they may expect from their dear 
Brethren, I deſire they would caſt their Eyes in time upon 
the Declaration of the Thirtieth of Fanuary, 1643. where 
they. will find this ſharp Admonition. We give now publick. 
Warxzing, to all Neuters{ 7c. fuch Hypocrites as we are 
talking of ) to reſt zo longer upon their Neutrality, 4ut- 
that they addreſs themſelves. ſpeedily to take the Covenant, 


- ; and. 


(20] | 

and joyn with all their Power in the Defince of this Cauſe a- 
gainſt the Common Enemy, &c, Otherwiſe we do declare thens 
to be publick, Enemies to their Religion and Conntrey ; and 
that they are to be Cenſur d and Puniſh'd as Profeſſed Adver- 
ſarics aud Malignants, That 1s, Beat your Choice whether 
you will be damn in the next World for reſiſters of 
Lawfal Authority :. or be hanged 1n this for Traytors, if 
the King, or Malignants, if the Parliament prevail. 

But leaving theſe Nzaters to take their Fortunes, I 
come to another ſort of Auxiliaries, who have Liſted 
_ themſelves in the Diſfenters: Service, ſome out of Am- 
bitious Deſigns in hope to be taken off by Preferment; 
and others out of ;Diſcontent and Revenge for ſome 
ſuppoſed Injurics they have reccived from the Govern- 
ment. As to the firſt of theſe, That there are ſome 
ſuch at work among(t us, the Author of the Seaſozable 
Addreſs informs us; and in part hath told the World 
who they are, but that 1s no part of my Bulineſs: and 
firſt, as to theſe Gentlemen, they ſhoald do well to 
conlider their Predeceſſors in the ſame employ- 

ent, and altho they may find ſome few to have moun- 
ted to Preferment by thele Steps, yet they are fewer 
that have ſtood long, and ſcarce any which have not 
finally been ruin'd either by the Court where theſe In- 
truders are never welcom, or by the Country, . who 
eſteem themſelves betrayed by them. , And I might 
add, That Preferment comes neither from the Eaſt nor 
from the Weſt, nor yet from the Sowth, but it is God 
who ſets up oneand pulls down another, and moſtly theſe 
proud men are thoſe he plucks down: But they have of 
late got an exccl:ent faculty of Ridiculing the Scriptures, 
and I am not willing to give them too muci occatton to 
make uſe of it. And as for any Advices that I can give 
them, I muſt expe they will be taken for Injaries, or 
opportunities to cxpoſe my Rultick Honeity. 

here- 


(30) 


_ Therefore leaving them, I would adviſe my dear 
Country-men to obſerve this ſort of men as the waiſt 
peſts that a People can be plagued by, for they have 


- Neither Religion, Conſcience, nor Honeſty. If they 
' {tiſe they are theworr Maſters that can be, if they do 
* not, they are the worſt Companions 3 they Careſs and 


Flatter the People for theirown Advantage, and if their 
Defigns miſcarry,leave the poor deluded Vulgar to ſmart, 
and if a War follows, theſe little Folks get the blows, 
and their Leaders the Prey. And if the Government 
prevail, they are both as they were, and the People 
have all the diſquiet for the Reward of their Folly. 
So that you may ſee nothing 1s to be got which way 
ſoever things fall out by theſe fort of men, and much 
may be loſt: And if I were 1n an humor to tell Stories, 
[ could ſhew that all the People in the World that 
have heen free and are not, have been ruind by theſe 
ſorts of men, except thoſe that have been Conquer'd 
by Forainers. Bur if any man looks back to the be- 
ginning of our late diſtra&ions, he will need no further 
Information of what is to be expected from them. 

As to the diſcontented, Sirs, I think them the fillieſt 
Animals in the World. If the Government hath injur'd 
me, I ought to take it as the injuries of the weather, 
and not rage and fret at it, but here the caſe 1s worſe, 
the Elements will take their Courſe notwithſtanding 
( and God be thanked ) no man can diſorder them, tho 
he may himſelf. But Kingdoms and Nations have often 
been ruin'd by ſuch fools, who have ever pay'd dear 


for their ſweet Revenge, and been buried in the Ruins 


they plucked down about their own Ears, and [I believe 


a wiſe man would rather be a dwart than have Sampſor's 
ſtrength, with his fate to attend it: and be buried not 


like him with his Enemies, but in a promiſcuous heap 


with his friends and foes, his honour and eſtate. - 


But 


| _ that this is a ſhrewd good one ) *who was of a Rehi-- 


was born under 1ll Stars ) that he knew not one Con-_ 


©be free, they choſe it rather. 


(31) 
But in the mean time they that ſet theſe men up, and 
that for this Cauſe only; are ſomewhat more to blame,for 
thele Malecontents are under the dominion of the 
ſtrongeſt paſſion to which: depraved Nature is ſubje&, 
and ſo are not Maſters of their own Reaſon, which is for 
the molt part none of the caſe of them who furniſh them 


with Fire-brands and Granado's, without which theſe 


Gentlemen might poſſibly atter a little ſullen rage have 
come into their right Wits again, without hurting them- 
ſelves or any body elſe. But when they ſee their paſſi- 
ons not only pitied or cheriſhed, but applauded too; 
tis ten thouſand to one they never recover out of the 
diſtemper, and be ſure nottill they or. the Publick have 
ſmarted for the folly of thoſe that careſs'd this Deviliſh 
humor in them : whereas would either of the Parties be 
wiſe, no ſuch miſchief could follow. : 
The next ſort are a parcel of ſmall Levites commonly 
called Semi-Conformiſts, of theſe Mr. Baxter gravely pro- 
feſleth © That it was his-unhappinels to have ſo bad ,,, ., .. 
* acquaintance before the unhappy Wars (ſurely the man Non Con. p. 6: 


« formable Divine, to the beſt of his Remembrance (and 


© oj0us Blameleſs Life,, ( Hypocriſte always excepted ) 
*and ſeemed ſerioully to believe, and ſeck the Life. to 
©come, and to prefer Heaven before Earth ;- who did 

© not conform onely for Mr. Sprint's Argument of Ne- 
© ceflity, and had not rather have bcen excuſed, and 

* would not profeſs that they bad far-rather that this 

* Conformity were not impoſed, and that they did ( as: - 
*St. Paul, ſubmit to ſome Jewiſh Ceremonies ) meerly . 
© that they might not be kept from Preaching ( and loſe - 
{their Livings) and ſo-they held Conformity tobe Law-: 

< ful, and therefore wyh the Allembly, when they might 
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And is this the happieſt Unity that you can attainto? PÞ 
Y truly if it be all wc are to expe from the pretended 
! Unicn of Proteſtants, I will not ?give one ſtraw tor a Þ 
4 Cart-load of it. The Clergy ſhouid be the Salt of the Þ 
Earth, but when they come once to play faſt znd loofe 
with their Oaths and Subſcriptions, to act againit their Þ 
Conſcicnces, that they may have the liberty of Preach- Þ 
in”, ( for theſe mortified men do not value Livings and 
Tyttics, no, Ict them but Preach, and let who will take 
the Revenues ) and after all this be thought men of un- 
blameable Lite, c, When 1 fee this done by them 3 
I will not wonder if ther Followers too learn to Cog 
and Lye, and Dilſcmble and Forſwear themſelves, as 
occaſion ſerves, and the publick or their private Affairs 
require it, and this is the true ſource of all that Perjury 
and Falſhood which the World {rands amazed at. And 
ſaves Eneland the Charge of repairing to Rowe for Dil- 
penfations, theſe men having Taught the People That 
every man hath a Pope in his Belly, as well as the 
Parſon ; which. will abſolve him from any Oath, if he 
can but find a godly pretence'to excuſe it: and the 
Gil. 2. 13, Example of S. Paxl, or rather S. Peter will do it. 
And to conclude this Digrefſtion, I can aſſure the 
Nonconformiſts, Phat a very conſiderable part of theſe 
helps ( ſuch as they are ) have come into their Aid and 
Aſliſtance ſince the Toleration, and that whether they 
will own it or no, if the Papiſt procured the Toleratioy, 
they are beholden to them torall this good Service, tho 
I ſuppoſe on this occaſion they had much rather pay 
their thanks to Little Anthony, who it's poſlible might 
bave a Proſpect of all this, and how much it would ad- 
vance the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion, and th 
Peace of the Nation to have all theſe wild Beaſts Ict 
lovie vupen the Church and State. 


Lat 


In 
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_ "In'the 25th. Year of his Majeſties Reign, in the Seſſj- 
on of. Parliament begun the Fourth day of February, 72. 
All Popiſh Recuſants were diſabled from holding any 
Office, Civil or Military, &c. by obliging all ſuch per- 
ſons to receive the Sacrament according to the Church 
of England, and renounce Tranſubſtantiation, and take 
the Oath of Allegiance and Supremacy, which at firſt 
| brought the DuKE of YoR K into ſuſpition, he. 
L. i ſubmit to the ſame, of which I ſhall ſpeak 
| more hereafter: Now the main Deſign of this A&t was 
for the preventing the Dangers which may happen fron 
Popiſh Recuſants, and quieting the minds of his Majeſties 
good SubjeFs, but the buſineſs hath been ſo managed, 
that the quite contrary effets have followed, and we 
are pretended to be 1n never the leſs danger, and are 
certainly never the quieter, for we are told that ſome 
turned over their places to Proteſtants and had good 
Allowances out of them, and that others got Diſpenſa- 
tions from Roxze, and took the ſaid Oaths and the Sacra- 
ment z and that others -were 'Excuſed nearer hand by 
Orders from the Secretaries of State. | 
As tothe firſt it is a pitiful Cavil, for if the Places be 
really 1n Proteſtant "hands, the A& hath its effect, whe- 
ther they bought them of Recuſants or had them from 
the State, and whether they pay 'd the purchaſe at once 
or a part of it yearly.: So that this ought to diſquietno 
man but they that have-them. And as to the Second, 
there 1s no reaſon that his Majelty and the Government, 
ſhould be accuſed b=cauſe the Pope pretends to give 
Diſpenſations to men-to take any Oath, the Parliament 
deviſed the Remedy and the King admitted it; and if 
there be another 1aconvenience which neither he nor 
they can tell how to-prevent, it muſt be born with, and 
I doubt this will prove ſo in the concluſion, it there be 
any truth in it. We are told that many. Papiſts have 
F _ taken 


© 2.0 


taken the ſaid Teſt and retained their Places, and have 


been never the leſs Papiſts for that, but they would 
never do us the Favour to tell us who theſe are, or to 
oive ina Liſt of their Names, which they would cer- 
rainly have done if they had known who they had been. 
But on the contrary 'tis poſttble to inſtance in ſome that 
did enjoy good Offices, who reſigned them rather than 
| Adv's2 to the to take the Text. The Lord Treafurer Cl;ford reſigned 
E. of Shafcsbu- his Place for one, here was a Place worth the keeping, 
+ F 9 and which would have pay'd the purchaſe of a Dit- 
- nſation, and the charge of Carriage too : but yet for 
all that his Lordſhip parted with it and kept to his Re- 

ligion, as I doubt not but many others did who were 


then in good Places, :tho I am not able to tell their- 


Names: As for the third Objection, it never reached 
further than a few Captains and Lieutenants, and they 
were preſently diſcharged upon the complaint of the Par- 
liament, and fo one would have thought there might 
have been an End of it, and fo there ſhould, if ſome 
men did not make a good Trade of retailing and en- 
tailing Fears and Jealoufies, not for the good of the 
Nation, but to ſerve 1ll Deſigns. 

But admitting all this to be true ( as it certainly is 
not ) the Diſſenters have no more kindneſs for the 
Communion of the Church of Exgland enjoyned by 
this AF, as well as renouncing Tranſubſtantiation, than 
the Recuſants, yet all the World knows ſome of them 
after twenty years abſtinence from all Communion with 
us, have yet to qualife themſelves for ſome places of 
Trult and Authority, taken the Sacrament with all the 
Formality required by the Act. Now this is as contrary 
to their Principles as 1t 1s to the Papiſts, and this with 
no other intention as appears by their a&ions, than to 
put themſelves into a Capacity to ruin that Church 
they thus communicate with. Where have they their 


Diſpen- 


(35) 


 Diſpenſations to aft thus like Judas, who ſmarted for 


an uncharitable treacherous Communion ? Letany man 
conſider this and then tell me, if they of all men have 


any reaſon to, object this even agaiaſt the Papiſts, much 


leſs againſt the Government. 


But this 1s not the only inſtance wherein they have 


oftended againſt that At, many of them have kept 
Places mentioned in it, and yet have not taken the Sa- 
crament . or Oaths according to that A, and ſome of 


them I could name if I thought it fit : Is this deſtructive 


of the Security intended by this At to be given to: his 
Majeſties SubjeGs and the Government, or is it not ? 


And who gave them their Licences to contemn the At 


more than the Papiſts? And why may not the Papiſts 
play the Hypocrits as well as the Diſſenters. If they ſay 
the Act was intended to exclude Papiſts and not Dil- 
ſenters, I ſay that might have been done by enjoyning 


the Oaths to be taken, and Tranſubſtantiation to be 


renounced, . without taking the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper according to the Ulage of the Church of Exgland 


In ſome publick Church, upon ſome Lords Day com- 


monly called Sz-day, immediately after Divine Service 
and Sermon, Why in a. Church rather than in a Barn? 
on a Lords Day rather than a Le&ure-day ? after Di- 
vine Service and Sermon, than a Holding-forth ? and 
according to the Uſage of the Church of Erglazd, 


. rather than of the Presbyterians or Independents ? what 


were all thoſe words put in for nothing 2 No, the Care 
was that not only Papilts but Proteſtants at large ſhould 
be excluded, that 1s, all the Diſſenters tag and rag 3 and 
therefore they of all men ought not to clamour as they 
do. But the truth is they would make the People be- 
lieve ( if they could) that all that are not Diflenters 
are Papiſts: and that 1s the thing they drive at in all 


their outcries againſt Popery. Fot were it not for this 


E- 2 they 
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they and the Papiſts could agree well enough, as they did 

| D.5:37ingfeers about the Toleration, when one of them told the World, 
Preface to the That the Papiſts in their account was but one ſort of Recu- 

> *" + ppg ſants,and that the Conſcientious amongſt them, muſt be held in 
the ſame Predicament with thoſe amongſt themſelves, that like- 

wiſe refuſe to come to Common-Prayer. What was this but 

joyning for a Toleration of Popery ? But 1f this be not 

plain enough,theſe words follow'd : but as for the Common 

Papiſt who lives innocently in his way, he is to us as other Se- 


paratiſts, and ſo comes under the like Toleration. Anda Late 


Author who writ againſt Dr. Stillizefleet, hath defended 


all this, by which any man may ſee they hold their minds. 


_ From-this time till the Diſcovery of the Plot, the 
Papiſts and*the Ditlenters equally promoted the diſlo- 
lution of the Long Logal Parliament, what was done 
by the Papilts appears by Coleman's Letters, and ' what 
was done by the Diſlenters,: by the Pacquet of Advices 
zo the Men of Shaftsbury, who pag. 4. tells us of ſome 
body whoſe Nickname was Mephiſtophiles, who ( beſides 
many others therein mentioned ) had one Expedient 
more upon the Anvile; and that 1s to ufe all manner 
of tricks that may be, by Loxg Speeches, and Long Debates 
among the Lords, andthe Starting of Tenge about 
Privilege; betwixt their Lordſhips and the Commons, 
to Fruſtrate Diſpatches of the King and Kingdoms bu- 
fineſs ; and ſo neceſſitate the preſent Parliament to be- 


come unſerviceable, that he may obtain a plauſible pre- 


tence to draw the People to cry out for-a New one, as 
the onely Cure of all our Maladies.. And-thus they 
ſpent their time, and by theſe Artifices ſpoyled the Sel- 
fion of Parliament, OGob. 27. 1673. His Majeſty being 
neceſſitated ( as he goes on pag. 24.-) for the very ho- 
nour of the Parliament it felf, and of his -Governmenr, 
to put an end to many ftrange Debates and Contro- 
verlies which could no other ways be done, but by ending 


that... 
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that and ſeveral other * Seffions of Parliament, either * Tan. 7. 74. 
Houſe being imbroyl'd 1n it's ſelf, and both with - one 4"#! 13. 75: 


another : and ſo- utter]y incapacitated for any diſpatch 
of: publick buſineſs, and 'this was by Dr. $hjrley's Cauſe, 
of which I need ſay no more. 

In 1675. A Proteſtation was publiſhed, containin 
reaſons why that Parliament ſhould be diffolved, and 
2 New one-called. And at the ſame time another Pa- 
per was printed, enfityled The Debate or Arguments for 
diſſolving this preſent Parliament, and the calling frequent 
New ones, &c. in which it is boaſted by the deſigners 
C concerning the Commons Houſe ) that they have a 
Party of Members 1n that Houſe ( whon the ſaid Print 
calls many oftheableſt and moſt worthy Patriots amongſt 
them 3 ) whoſe buſineſs it was to ſecond the Proteſt:ng 
Lords, by carrying this Difference: ( the Dogor's Canſe ) 
betwixt the Houſes to the greateſt height, that by this 
means they mtght deliver the Nation from this Parlia- 
ment by Diſfolution, and have a New one Called. 
Pacquet, &c, pag. 36. Andit I might, I would enquire 
Whether this honeſt deſign 1s not driven on {till by the 
ſame party, that the Nattom may at Jaſt' be forced to 
ſubmit to a King without - a Parliament, - which they 
believe is impoſiible, of to a Parliament without a King ? 
At leaſt we may obſerve that the ſame Arts a: Jittle 
varied, have been made uſe of to blow up the three 
laſt Parliaments, which were employed for the ruin of 
that Loyal one, and that by the ſame men. 'For tt ts 
uſual with them: to compaſs Sea and Land to gain a 
Parliament, and then break it in pieces upon theſmalleſt 
pretence in the World, or render 1t uſelets, dangerous 
and-impracticable ; and yet 1t, th-y-be diſfolvedy to fill 
the: Ears of the People with Clamours. and their Heads 
with Jealouſfies of Tyranny, Arbitrary Government, and 


franding: Armies: and thus whether they have a Par- 
liament 


(38) 


liament or none, the King is never to have any quiet, 

nor the People any reſt, till they have obtained their | 
Ends, the laſt of which is the ſubverſion of the Mo- 
narchy, and the Eſtabliſbing a Parliament or Senate 
rather, Abſolute and Accountable neither to him nor | 
to the People. All which is undeniably proved by that | 
Author, Pag,. 37, 38, 39, 40. and which is ſo worthy of | 


a cloſe Retlection , and 1s ſo pertinent to our Times, 
that it looks like a 'Prophecy, and therefore I refer 
my Reader to it. ; 

In 1676. the ſame Year the Pacquet was printed, all 
their other Deſigns for blowing up this Loyal Parlia- 
ment failing, they printed a Pamphlet with this Title : 
A Seaſonable Argument to pirſuade all the Grand FJuries 


zx England to Pctition for a New Parliament, Or, A Liſt of 


the principal Labourers in the great Deſign of Popery and 
Arbitrary Power; who have betrayed their Conntry to the Con- 
pirators, and Bargained with them to maintain a ſtanding 


= 


D.who by the Affiſtance of the L.L's Scotch Army, the Forces 
in Ireland, and thoſe in. France, hopes to bLring all back 
to Rome. Wherein, all thoſe Miniſters of State who 
were Members of that Parliament, are therefore repre- 
ſented as Pcntioners and Men not to be truſted ; and 
about two or three hundred other Gentlemen are with 
all tmaginabie Malice, Fallkood and Rudeneſs, expoſed 
1n print to the hatred and contempt of the Mulritude, 


but yet it is obſervable, it was not thought fit then to 


put that Liberty of the People in practice they have 
ſince, viz. that of popular tumultuous getting hands to 
Petitions, but the Grand Juries are ſollicited, and the 
Statute purſued 3 for the Parliament was then in being 
that made it, and would ſoon have cruſhed this popular 
Ppretence, and have taught them, tho they might petition 
yet It mult bein a regular way; and that their Deſigns 
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| werenot againſt the Parliament only, but his Majeſties 
7 Government too, appears by drawing what Odium they 
. 7 could upon the Guards, and the Scotch and Triſh Forces, 
2 which are obſtaclestoo great for theſe Loyal Gentlemen: 
7 to endure. At the ſame time alſo they printed a damna- 
7 ble Libel under the Title of The Growth of Popery, where- 
27 in they Libell'd the whole Government. But this.Par- 
1 hament having had the leifure' during a long receſs to 
4 conſider ſeriouſly what would be 'the Event of theſe 
J things, in the beginning of their next Seſſion, reskued 
| i themſtlves from the contempt and delufion of theſe 
1 Boutefens : and having made ſome of them Examples of 


8 
> 


3 their juſt reſentment, things went on ſomewhat ſmoother, 
J till the diſcovery of the Popifh Plot, when they realſumed 


f tall their old jugling tricks, and drave them on with.more 


OL 


7 fury and better ſucceſs, as I may poſhibly ſhew here- 
| after ; and in the 1ntrim this may ſerve for a taſt till a 
F fuller account may be given of the ways and means by 
{ which they are arrived at a poflibility of ſubverting the 
| Government once more, and imbroyling us in another 
{ Rebellion to our Ruine. 

> © But omitting this for the preſent, I will return back 
} and ſee what pains the Popiſh party took to diſfolve this 

| FE Parliament, and that at theſame time, as if they and the 
 EDiſſenters had been acted by the ſelf ſame Soul, as 
| FEdoubtleſs rhey then had, and now have the ſameintereſt; 
Pin order.to which I ſhalt produce C / man's Letter 
; EtoMonſieur Le Cheſe, dated 29 of Sept. 7 5. wherein he 
: Efaith, that in July, Azgnſt and September 73. I conftantly 
\ [inculcated thegreat danger Catholick Religion, and his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſties intereſt would be in at our next 
Sejſzon of Parliament, which was then to be in October 
ollowine, _ at which | plainly forcſee, That the King my 
Maſter would be forced to ſomething in prejudice of bis Al- 
iance with France, «nd that we ſhould make a Peace with 
Holland, 
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(40) 
Holland. Upon this I ſkewed that our Parliament in" the 
Circumſtances it was 1n, managed by the timerous Conn- 
ſels of our Miniſters who then governed, could never be 
uſeful either to England, France, or Catholick Religion, 
but that we ſhould certainly be forced from our Neutrality at 
their next meeting, as we had been from our aliive Alliance 
with France the laſt ; that a Peace .in the Circumſtances 
we were in was much more to be deſired than the continuance 
of the War, and that the Diſſolution of our Parliament 
would certainly procure a Peace, for that the Confederates 
did more depend npon the Power they had in our Parlia- 
ment, than upon any thing in the World, and were more 


encouraged from thence to continue the War ? So that if that 


were Diſſolved, their Meaſures would be all broken, and 
conſequently they neceſſitated to a Peace. _ 

Here are the Ends why that Party ſo paſſionately de- 
ſired the Diſſolution of that Parliament,, becauſe it was 
the Mound that kept out Popery at home, and pre- 
ſerved the Proteſtant Intereſt abroad. And therefore 
no wonder if the good Father Feyrzer promiſed in the 
behalf of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, That if his Royal 
Highneſs would endeavour to Ditſolve this Parliament, 
his Majeſty would affiſt him with his power and purſe, 
to have ſuch a New one as ſhould be for their purpoſe; 
which Anſwer was dated Jaume 2. 1674. Now this 
could be no Pepiſh Parliament, for that was impoſſible ; 
no Church of Erzeland Parliament, for ſuch this was, 
therefore it mult mean a Fa@ious Parliament of Con- 
forming Diflenters, and Common-wealth men. 

But this 1s not coming up to Colemar's purpoſe, as 
being too genera], he next infinuates, That my Lord 
Arlington and the Parliament were not only not uſeful 
but-very dangerous to England and France; and there- 
tore It was neceſſary they ſhould do all they could to 


Ditlolve it. And to that purpoſe his Moft Chriſtian 


Majeſiy 
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(41) 
Majeſty is perluaded to renew the ſame offer to his Ma- 
jelty of his purſe, to Diſlolve this Parliament — and 
then there would be no great difficulty of getting a new 
one which would be more uſeful, { z. e. to France and 
Popery ) The Conſtitution of our Parliaments being ſuch, 
That a New one can never hurt the Crown: nor an Old one 
do it good. This Maxim which is repeated fo often, 1s 
to be taken quite backward, and doubtleſs was ſo then 
in France, who were far enough from deſigning the good 
of the Crown of Ezglazd, much more from giving any 
money for that purpoſe. 
Coleman further tells us how he was notwithſtanding 
deluded by the Frerch, eſpecially after the Parliament 
was Prorogu'd till the 13th, of April, 74. of which late 
Meeting France hoped to make the ſame Advantage as 
of a Diſſolution, and therefore his Propoſal for 3000007. 
for a Diſſolution, was ſlighted by the French Ambaſla- 
dour and Monſieur Poxzpore, and he was forced to go 
on in his Intrigue, and preſs the Diſſolution of the Par- 
liament ( without much encouragement ) deteſting all 
Prorogations as ſo much loſs of time only, and a means 
of ſtrengthening all thoſe who depend upon it in op- 
poſition to the Crown and Intereſt of France, and Ca- 
tholick, Religion, in the Opinion they had taken our King 
durſt not part with this Parliament, apprehending ano- 
ther would be worſe. Now you may be ſure theſe 
were no Difſenters, No, they were then as hot as the 
Papiſts for a Diſſolution, and did expect the next Par- 
liament would be much better for them. And thus 
things continued till February, 1675. when the Papiſts 
foreſeeing a greater Storm, defired to have that Par- 
| lament. continued till they had 1n ſome ſort provided 
_ againſt It, . | 
' _ And one Reaſon was, becauſe the Parliament ( then 
greatly oppreſſed and diſordered TIO men) hes 
: et 


#: ys 
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ſet: it {elf a long time to diſlike every thing the Mini- - 
ſters did, and had appear'd violently againſt Popery, 
whilſt the Court ſeem'd to favour it, and therefore 
C faith he ) the Miniſters having turn'd their Faces, we 
were confident the Parliament would do ſo too, and 
{ti]l be againſt them, and be as little for. Perſecution then 
as they had been for Popery. before. And leſt you 
might be miſtaken of what Party he ſpoke, thus he 
goes on: Our. Lord Treaſurer, Lord Keeper, all the 
Biſhops, and ſuch as call themſelves 01d Cavaliers, were 
induſtrious againſt Popely, and had the Purſe at ther 
Girdle too, pv hich was an excellert Infirument to 
gain fricnds with, .and all united againſt the Du K E 
as Patron both of France and Catholick Religion; yet 
how impudently were the Biſhops and Church Party 
then every day flanderd ( as they are now ) as de- 
ſizning to introduce Popery ?. Oh ye Diffenters conſi- 
der this Teſtimony of a bitter Enemy; and put-an end 
to your Religions Lying againſt them. . | 
You may lec by this the Catholicks were then at a 
low Ebb, the great Miniſters of State, all the Biſhops 
and the Old Cavaliers were again(t cher and they had 
no Moncy neither, but he goes on : Yet notwithſtan- 
ding all this, we ſaw that by the help. of the Non- 
contormiſts ( as Þ resbzterians , Independents, and other 
Sets, who were as much afraid of Perſecution. as our 
ſelves) and the Enemies of the Miniſters, .( Who are 
theſe for they-are excepted out of the Liſt. of the Non- 
conformilts 2? ) and. particularly of the Treaſurer ( who 
at rhat time had ſupplanted the Ear! of Arlington, and 
was grown iole Manager of all Afﬀairs himſelf ) we 
{ſhould be able. to prevent what they. ( the Miniſters, 
Biſhops, and Church-party, ) deſigned againſt us, and 
ſo render. the Seſſions ineffeQtual to their Ends ( the ſup- 
preſſion. of Popery ) thongh we might. not be able ro 
1 compal3- 


(43). 
compalſs our own, which were to make one brisk ſtep 
in favour of his Rozal Highneſs. 

Thus my dear Countrey men, the Providence of God 
hath diſcovered who are the real Friends and Promo- 
ters of Popery, even theſe godly Nonconformiſts, and 
the Ambitious Imbroylers.of the Government ; and at 
the ſame time 'how falſely all the Advantages Popery 
hath got upon the Government, are aſcribed to the 
Biſhops and Conformable Clergy; who are every day 
called Tories, Tantivy-men, Papiſts in Maſquerade, &C. 
And you may ſee how dreadtul a Church-of-Ereland- 
Parliament 1s to them and Fraxce, what pains they have 
taken to Out ſuch a one, and bring us into that Con- 
fuſion we are now in. And-1f we ſhall ſtill go on to 


promote their Dc{igns upon us, the World will con- 


clude we are infatuated by God to our Ruin, 

I would not abate one dram of your Zeal againſt Po- 
pery, but I have taken all this pains that I might dire& 
It, and if 1t might be, fix it upon the real Obje& of it ; 
and then with Prudence and Courage go on to Extirpate 
this Scandal of Chriſtiaxity, each man in his place as far 
andas faſt as you lawfully can or may, and God proſper 
you 1n it. But when you take the Biſhops, Confor- 
mable Clergy, the Great and Loyal Miniſters of State, 
the Loyal Gentry and Magiſtrates, for. Papiſts or Tories, 
that 18, ſriſh Thieves, you are under the ſame delufion 
Don 2nixot was, when he took the Windmill for a 
Gyant, and the Flock of Innocent Sheep for an Army 
of Enemies. And every ſtep you take in complyance 
with this delirous Conceat, 1s an advance towards Po- 
pery : if you imagine the Papiſts have not been able 
by their own fingle ſtrength and cunning to work us 


all this Miſchief, you are in the right, and Colexzan ſore 


againſt his will, hath told you what Auxiliaries they 
have among[t us, and who are the Enemies they fear, 
— O2 and 
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and. muſt vanquiſh at any rate. Whilſt the Parliament 
was intirely Church-of- England, the Papilts and Diſſen- 
ters joyned hand in hand to confound it, but when it 
became diſordered by Factious men, unſerviceabk to 
the Nation, the two Houſes imbroyled within them- 
ſelves and each with other, then the Papiſts were for 
the fitting of it, becauſe they knew it could not hurt 


them or France, nor benefit the Proteſtant Religion by 
Law Eſtabliſhed, which is the only Proteſtant Religion 


in Exeland, againſt which all their Forces are bent : But 
yet becauſe it was but too likely this Loyal Parliament 


which was ſound at the Heart, tho full of ſickly Humors 


at that time, might afterwards recover her former ſtate 
of health, the Papiſts and Diffenters never left the Chaſe 


abroad, and the fury of the Diſſenters within doars, 
this Loyal, Healing, truly Proteſtant Parliament fel], 
and with it the Terror of France, the Bulwork of our 


. Proteſtant Allies, the Pillars of the Monarchy, the 
Peace and Proſperity of the Britiſh Ifles, and the Glory 


of England, may my Reader pardon me if I drop a few 
tears at the Funeral of ſo great a Body, and which had 
deſerved ſo well of his Majeſty, the Church, the State, 
and all Exrepe,and I could almoſt ſay with David, I would 
God I had dyed for Thee. 


By all this my dear Country-men may ſee how the | 
Diſſenters grew up in theſe laſt twenty years, and im- | 
proved every accident to their advantage, as they are 


a reſtleſs fort of men, and not unlike the Devil, always 
zoing about ſeeking whom they may ſubvert and Ruin; 
they wrought upon the diſcontents of ſuch of the Old 
Cavaliers as miſt Preferment, Cheriſhed their own diſ- 


heartned Party by Contributions and. cloſe Cabals, 


made up their own breaches .and reconciled their own 


differences, flattered the People with the Title of Saints, 
| and 
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| and Holy Perſons, even them that before his Majeſties 
| Return they moſt detelted': they Sainted the King's 
Murderers, turned every little Accident that happen'd 
| to their Enemies. into a Prodigy, and then made it an 
| Argument of God's Anger againſt them, fomented Fo- 

rain Wars, made the. burning of London. a means to 
fire the Church and Nation, by turning the fault upon 
the King's Guards, and inſinuating as far as they durſt 
That the King was the Author of it. And when his 


Majeſty gave them an Indulgence they improv'd it to $kinner's 2o- | 


{ ſubvert his People, and/iimbroyl the EleQions of: Par- 
 .Jiament men,: and. the Houſez till his Majeſty ſcarce 
knew which way to turn him, they filled the Corpa- 
rations with diſlatisfied People ; and when notwith(tan- 
ding their waecls went heavily, they taught the Peo- 
| ple the lawfulneſs of breaking Oaths, of Equivocations 
and Mental Reſervations, they reviv-datl the Old Fears 
and Jealouſies againſt the Church and Biſhops, and 
| made the Rabble believe, That all that were for Mo- 
| narchy were for Arbitrary Government ; all that ſtood 
ſtoutly for the Religion Eſtabliſhed--were Papiſts ; and 
in the mean time, all; that. were perfe&ly indifferent 
whether we had any Religion or no, they ſtiled Mode- 
rate. Men 5 all thoſe Clergy-men who left them and 
Conformed, they ſtiled Tarz-coots, Time-ſervers, &c. 
all the reſt they called Drunkards, Baal's Prieſts, Sur- 
| cinele Men, and the like; they peſtred the Nation with 
Swarms of factious and dilloyal Pamphlets and Diſ- 
courſes, and ſpread all thoſe Reports they could invent 
or gather up to the diſadvantage of the Government 
and as for thoſe Taxes-and_ Supplies, thoſe Guards and. 
Laws..which. themſelves had made neceſſary ; they re- 
preſented them- to the People as! th2 Adﬀts or inſtru- 
ments of Tyranny and. Arbitrary Government. And 
20ow O my Country-men, Arc theſe Vipers to.be a 
| riſhe 
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riſhed in your boſoms any longer ? they that from! the 
loweſt degree of deſpair and the brink of ruin have riſen 
by theſe godly Arts to this height of Power, can you 
think a few fruitleſs wiſhes can ſuppreſs them ? I tell. 
you nothing but what you know, and your own Rea- 
ſons will tell you the reſt, if you will but conſult them, 
but if you will not, Time will roar it ſo loud in your 
Ears that you ſhall hear tho not help it. 

But notwithſtanding all their Arts, ſuch was the Care 
of the Government, That they made but ſmall Pro- 
greſs till the Diſcovery of the late-Helliſh Popiſh Plot, 
nor had that turned ſo much to their Advantage as 1t 
hath done, -if the {trangeneſs of the Defign had not 
rendred it almoſt incredible with knowing men, and the 
freſh Alarms theſe men have often given us when there 
was no Caule, made many more ſuſpitious when there 
really was one : So that I reckon they of all men are 
moſt Anſwerable for the difficulty of many men in be- 
Heving 1t, who have made the greateſt uſe of that un- 
belief, and who have-made it their -bufineſs to infinu- 


ate into all men, that all that care that was taken to | 


prevent deſception in the beginning of the diſcovery, 
was deſigned to ſtifle it, as 1t cannot be denied but that 
by Accident it made the diſcovery leſs apparent, the 
Conſpirators having time enough to burn or convey 
away thoſe Papers, that might have made the Diſcovery 
more apparent. z 


The Popiſh Gentry in the ttmes of the Late Troubles, 


| by Choice or Neceſlity generally took part with his 


Majelties Father and were Soldiers under him, and 
after his preſent Majeſties Defeat at Worceſter, were 
very inſtrumental in his Eſcape into France; and to 
this we may Add, That after this during his Exile, he 
Iiving ſo many years in the Dominions of Roman Ca- 
tholick Princes, as he expreſleth it in an Anſwer to the 

__ Com- 
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Commons, April, 2. 1663. and they having. performed 


him ſome eminent Services in the time of his greateſt 
Afﬀtliiction, and being naturally of a Generous and good 


| Nature, Grateful and Mercitul beyond the meaſure of 
| any Prince beſtdes himſelf. At his firſt return and at 
all times after, he was as kind to them as the nature 


of their Religion would permit him, and perhaps be- 
yond his Intereſt, as well as above their deſerts. - 
And had their Modeſty been any way proportiona- 


| ble-to his Majeſties Goodneſs, and not incenſed the Par- 
| hament againſt them, they might have lived under him 


as happily as they could have wiſhed, but it is not the 
temper of theſe men to be quiet, or permit others to 


be fo in any condition,. and from - this. natural temper 


the Prieſts and' Jeſuits eſpecially grew infolent, which 
occalioned ſeveral Addreſſes from the Parliament to 
his Majeſty for ſevere. Proclamations againſt them, one 


| in the year -laſt mentioned,, in March; to which hfs 
| Majeſty Anſwered. April 2. which was ſeconded by 
| another Vote the 25th. of July the ſame year, and fo 


we hear no more of them till the 26#h. of OFober, 1666. 


when the Commons moved for another Proclamation 
| for the Baniſhment of Prieſts and Jeſuits. out of his 
| Kingdoms, and alſo for the-.Execution. of the Laws 


againſt them. that ſhould afterwards be taken, .which 
ſeems to be occaſioned by the Fire of London the month 


| before, of which-they were then vehemently ſuſpected 
to be the Authors and Promoters: and the 4th. of March, 


1667. upon Information of the infolent Carriages and 
Abuſes committed by. perſons 1n ſeveral places, 1n di- 
ſturbing the Miniſters .in their Churches, and holding 
M-etings of their own contrary to. the Laws of -this 
Realm, the Lower Houſe of Parliament Addreſs d 
19211 for a Proclamation for enforcing the Laws againſt 
Conycoiicles, and that Care might be taken. for the 
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preſervation of the Peace of the Kingdom againſt un- 


lawful Aſlemblies of Papifts and Nonconformiſts, which 
his Maj-ſty promiſed. And again the Third of November, 
1669. the Commons thanked the King tor ſuch another Þ 
Proclamation which was it ſeems then renewed, all | 
which Proclamations may be obſerved to be levell'd 
only againſt the Roman Clergy, whiltt their Nobility 
and Gentry were cheriſhed and countenanced as much 
as any other of his Majefties Subje&s, and had ſome Þ 
Places of truſt and Profit under his Majeſty, till at laſt Þ 
their power became ſo formidable, that it was thought 

2ceflary to exclude them from that advantage by an Þ 
A@ made in the Twenty Fifthyear of his Majeſties Reign, F 
and by the Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, they had 
their ſhare in the common exemption from the Execu- Þ 
tion of the Pexal Laws, and the Exerciſe of their Þ 
Worſhip in their private Houſes, tho they were not 
allowed publick places of Worſhip. 'And after this 
was taken away and the ſaid Ad made, they had the Þ 
ſame connivence with the Diſfenters, till about February, Þ 
167;. when there .came forth a ſharper Declaration Þ 
againſt them than againſt the Diſfenters, and it is to 
be obſerved, That from his Majeſties return till the 
diſcovery of the Plot, 'there was but one Law made 
againſt them, and that not till after many great pro- 
vocations, and that took nothing from them that was 
their own. Secondly, That notwithſtanding all theſe 
Declarations and Proclamations, there was ſcarce any 
Execution of any Laws againſt them but the laſt, and 
that was ſometimes diſpenſed with, as appears by the 
Complaint of the Houſe of Commons againſt Sir Joſeph 
Wilzamſon one of the Secretaries of State, the 19th. 
of November, 1678, 1n ſome ſort owned by his Majeſty 
the 23d. of the ſame Month, with a promiſe of Redrels. 


Tho 
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'Th6 I cannot poſitively aver that this was all that wa 
done againſt them til] the diſcovery of the Plot which 
was near Eighteex years after his Majeſties Return; 
yet all the World bear record to this, That never were 
any People treated with more Lenity and Mercy than 
they were, and if they had none of the gainful employ- 
ments, they were much leſs troubled with any of the 
chargeable and troubleſome places; and time and their 
forced Loyalty had obliterated the memory of their 
former Crimes in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth and 
King James, and few believed thoſe againſt his Maje- 
ſties Father, ſo that they were but too well thought of 
by their Neighbouring Gentry, and vilited and careſſed 
by them without any diſtin@ion, or ſcarce remembrance 
that they were of another Religion: And there had 
been a view taken allo of their Numbers in the Year 
1 676. and that was thought ſo inconſiderable, that our 
fears too were even laid aſleep. 


| No wonder then if after all this, ſuch a prodigious 
| unprovok'd Deſign as the Late Plot, was hardly be- 


lieved, and had they not been the moſt bloody ungrate- 


| ful miſcreants that ever aroſe amongſt men, there could 


have been no ſuch thing : And the diſcovery being made 


only by Dr. Oats and no other witneſſes to back it, they 
| might have weathered the ſtorm, if firſt Coleman's Pa- 
| pers and after them the murder of Sir Edx-wund. Godfry, 
| had not given the Nation new Alarms, which are chiefly 


to be attributed to the Providence of God watching 
over them for the Pnniſhment of ſuch unmanly andun. 
chriſtian Cruelty and Malice. 


By all this it will appear as there was no more reaſon 
why theſe bloody men ſhould thus conſpire his Maje- 


{ties Death and the Ruin of the Nation, ſo there was 


great reaſon it ſhould not be too eafily believed they 


had, it being the nature of Innocency allo, not to ſuſpect 
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1 (50) 
others haſtily of thoſe things it doth abhor, and the 
molt Cererous Piinces being naturally the leaſt Jealous, 
whilſt the timerons, and they that are Ill Natur'd and 
have done many Injuries, ſuſpe& every Noiſe and Mo- 
tion as the Harbingers of Revenge ; we may with much 
more provability attign his Majeſties {Jowneſs of belief 
to his temper, than to any favour he bore to the Oft- 
fenders or their Religion. 
But yet the Diflenters who lay gaping for all Ad- 
vantages againſt his Majcſty and the Government, and 
had no» recovered ſome part of their loſt Credit with 
the People, making uſe of the Corſternation and Af- 
_ fright all men were then in, which was the greater, be- 
cauſe the true extent of the Cauſe was not then known, 
by all ways imaginable turn” dall this to the diſhonour 
of the King and the Miniſters of State, attributing every 
thing that tell out, to a deſigned intention of ſtifling.the 
knowledg of the Plot, as they did infinuate alſo that 
this was the etc of the too great Power and Credit 
of ſome Papilt about the King, and from thence pro- 
cecded to repreſent his Majeſty as a favourer of Papiſts 
an-1 Popery. and ar laſt that he was in the Plot againſt 
his own Life and Kingdom. And if any man could 
not Aﬀent to this, preſently he was branded as a de- 
fanier of the King's Evidence, if not a Papiſt and a 
Party in the Plot. 

As they thus aggravated the danger beyond all Senſe 
and Reaſon, fo they pretended to no leſs extravagant de- 
grees of Fear, every where pretending that they thought 
it was impoſiible to hinder the Plot from bejng exe- 
cuted upon us, declaiming one while againſt the Perfidy 
and Cruelty of the Jefuits, and another while againſt 
the negligence and careleſsneſs of our Governours, not 
ſparing to tax all thole they hated as favourers of the 
Plotters, eſpecially if they endeavoured to reſetle the 

People, 
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People, or ſhew them the danger now it was diſcove-- 
red was not fo great as 1t was pretended, and by this 
means got a wonderful Credit with the unconfidering 
People, for their Zeal againſt Papiſts and Popcry. 

And this was no new thing with them, for as Cambden 
aſſures us, their Forefathers behaved themſelves at the 
ſame rate 1588. when the Nation was under the like 

onſternation by reaſon of the then threatned Spariſp 
Ben when all other men were full of Fears, they 
becoming 1ntolent and infufferable to the Queen and 
to the Government, but rhat apprehenſion did not laſt 
long, but this coming out by degrees, gave them more 
ſcope and better mcans of pulling up the AﬀeRions of 
men to that height they defigned to bring them. 

In the interim, the King and Council having made the 


| beſt enquiry they could for the time into the Plor, the 


Parliament which was Prorogued to gain a little time, 
met the Twezty firſt day of Od&ober, when his Majeſty 


| Acquainted them with the Plot in theſe very words. 


Now intend to Acquaint you ( as I ſhall always dowith 


any thing that concerns me) that I have been in- 


formed of a deſign againſt my Perſon, by the Jcluits, of 
| which I ſhall forbear my Opinion, leſt I may ſeem to ſay too 


much or too little, but I will leave the matter to the Law; 


| and in the mean time will take as much Care as [ can to pre- 
| went all manner of pradices br. that ſort of men, and of 
| others too who have been tampering in* high aegree with 
| Forainers, and contriving how to introduce Popery amongſt 

4s 


And the Lord Chancellor told them amongſt other 
things: 
That there was a ſtrange Concurrence of ill Accidents at 


that time, that it was not to be wonder'd at, if ſome honeſt 


and good men began to betroubled and have thoughtful hearts, 
; H 2 yet 


oy 
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Jet that wlich is infinitely to- be. lamented, is, That malici: 
ous men too begin to work upon this Occaſion, and are in 
0 ſmall hopes to raiſe a ſtorm that nothing ſhall be able | 
to allay. By which laſt paſlage I ſuppoſe his Lordſhip | 
refleted upon theſe men F have been diſcourting of; at | 
leaſt I am ſure the event hath apply d it to them, and | 
made that period look too like a Prophecy for the good || 
of England, | | 

I deſire my Reader would not expe from me a full 
Hiſtory of Tranſactions of this Seſſion of Parliament, | 
becauſe-this would fwell the Diſcourſe into too great || 


a bulk, bur yet I ſhall give an Account of ſome of the | 
moſt material Occurrences which ſuit my purpoſe, and | 


I ſhall begin with the Addreſs they preſented to his Ma- 
jefty concerning the removing all Popiſh Recufants 
from vithin Ten Miles of the City of Loxdoz, which 


was tendered to: his Majeſty by both Houſes of Parli. 


ament on Saturday the Twenty ſixth of the ſame OfFober, 
which I have tranſcribed at length to ſhew the Zeal of 
the Houſes for his Preſervation, and his Majeſties ready 


 Complyance with them for their SatisfaCtion. 


ME Your Majeſties moſt dutiful-and Loyal Subjects the 
Commons in Parliament Aſſembled, having taken into 
our ſerious Conſideration, the Bloody and Traiterous Deſigns 
of Popiſh Recuſants againſt Your Majeſties ſacred Perſon 
and Government, and the Proteſtant Religion, wherewith 
Your Majeſty hatttbeen graciouſly. pleaſed to Acquaint ws ; 
For the preventing whereof we do moſt humbly befeech Your 
Majeſty, That Your Majeſty would graciouſly pleaſe by Your 
Rojal Proclamation to Command all.and every perſon or 
perſons, being Popiſh Recuſants, or ſo reputed, forthwith 
under pain. of Your Majeſties higheſt diſpleaſure, . and ſe- 


vere Execution of Tour Laws againſt them, to depart 


end retire themſelves and their Families, from Your. Royal 


Palaces 


Oo 
Palaces' of White-Hall, Somerſet-Houſe, axd Ss. James, 
the Cities of London axd Weſtminſter, and from all other 
places within ten Miles of the ſame, and that no ſuch Per- 
ſon or Perſons do preſume at any time hereafter, to re- 
pair. or return to your Majeſties ſaid Palaces, or the 
ſaid Cities, or either of them, or within ten Miles of the 
ſame, other than Houſebolders, being Traders , exerciſing 
ſome Trade or manual Occupation, and ſettled for twelve 
Months laſt paſt in Houſes of their own, and not having 
any Habitation elſewhere, giving in their own Names, and 
the Names of all perſons in their Families, to the two next 
Tuſtices of the Peace. And that it may. be inſerted into the 
| ſaid Proclamation, That immediately after the day limited 
for their departure the Conſtables, Chur: hwardeas, and other 
Pariſh Officers, go from Houſe to Honſe in their ſeveral Pa- 
riſhes, Hamlets, Conſlabularies and Diviſuns reſpettively, and 
there take an Account of the Names and Surnames of all 
ſuch Perſons as are Popiſh Recuſants, or ſuſpected ſo to be, 
as well Houſeholders, as Lodgers or Servants, and tocarry a 
Lift of their Names to the two next Fuſtices of the Peace, 
who are to be thereby required and enjoyned to ſend for them 
and every of them, and to tender them and every of them the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and to commit to Pri- 
ſon till the next ſucceeding Seſſions of the Peace, all ſuch 
perſons as ſhall refuſe the ſaid Oaths, and at the ſaid Seſſions 
Fo proceed againſt} them according to Law. And that your 
Majeſty will be pleaſed-to direct Commiſſions to be forthwith 
' iſſued under the Great Seal of England to all Juſtices within 
the Cities of London and Weltminfter, and within ten 
. © mules of the ſame to Authoriſe and Require them, or any two 
of them, to Adminiſter the ſaid Oaths accordingly. And that 


your Majeſty would further pleaſe to Command That no warrant 


or Licence be granted by the Loyds of your Majeſtics moſt 
Honourable Privy Council, or any of them, or otherwiſe f r 
the. tay, return, or repair of any ſuch perſons or perſons 11 or 
— — to 
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!o any of the ſaid places, till ſome more effeiual Law be | 


paſſed for preventing the ſaid Popiſh Conſpiracies, and for 
the preſervation of your Majeſties Sacred Perſon, and the 
Religion and Government by Law Eſtabli,, ed. for which 
we your Majeſties ;zoſt Loyal and Dutiful Su-jects, will 
always employ our :1;20ſt endeavours and aaily Prayers, 
And whereas the jafety and preſervation of your Majeſties 
Sacred Perſon is of ſo ereat .a Conſequence and Concerns 
ment to the Proteſtant Religion, and to all your SubjedFs, 
we do ſurther moſt humbly beſcech your Majeſty to Command 
the Lord Charrberlain, and all other the Ofircers of your 


Majeſtes Houſ\old to take a ftrift care that no unknown or 
ſuſp/t:215 perſons, may have Acceſs near your Majeſties Per- 
ſon. And that your Majeſty will likewiſe pleaſe to Com- 


mand the Lord Mayor and Lientenanc* of London, to ap- 
point ſufficient Guards of the Trained Bands within the 
City of London, during this Seffion of Parliament 5 and 
likewiſe the Lord Lieutenants of Middleſex and Surrey, 
to appoint the like Guards of the Trained-Bands in Mid- 


dlelex, Weſtminſter and South wark, and other Places ad-_ 
Jjacent as ſhall be thought neceſſary. 


To which long and various Addreſs, his Majeſty 
Reply'd : 


You ſhall have the Efje& of your deſire, and that he would 
give ſpeedy Orders for putting the ſame in Execution. 


And with theſame frankneſs he granted ſeveral other 
Addreſles made by both or either of the Houſes con- 
cerping this Attair, which are plain Arguments he nei- 
ther favoured the Plot nor the Plotters, as hath been 


_ fince molt falſly and maliciouſly Charged upon him. 


Before this my Lord Chief Juſtice Scroggs being ſent 
ſor by the Houle of Commons, at their requeſt had 
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granted his Warrant for the apprehenſion of the Farl 
of Powis, Viſcount Stafford, the Lord Arunde! of War- 
der, the Lord Peters, and the Lord Bellas, who were 
then Charged before them as principal Agents in the 


And although the Lord Viſcount Stafford and the 
Lord Peters complained of this in the Houle of Lords, 
yet they were committed by virtue of that Warrant. 

And doubtleſs had things been permitted to go on 
thus, the buſineſs of the Plot had not been continued 
a foot as 1t 18 to this day, to the great diſquiet both of 
the King and Kingdom. 

But to proceed, the Addreſles preſented to the King 
this week, were Firſt, one from both Houſes for a Faſt. 
Secondly, One from the Lords for the Papers relating 


| to the Plot. Thirdly, A ſhorter Addreſs than that I 


have recited, for Baniſhing Popiſh Recuſants from the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter and the Liberties there- 
of, by the Lords only, who notwithſtanding agreed to 
that of the Commons. Fourthly, An Addreſs trom the 
Commons to defire That Mr, Coleman's and all other 
Papers relating to the Plot might be communicated to 
them: to all which his Majeſty Aſlented. 


Upon Fryday, the firſt day of November; the Com- 
mons made this Vote : 


Reſolved Nemine Contradicente: 
F 7 Hat upon the Evidence that has already appeared to this 
Houje, this Houſe is of Opinion, That there tas been, 
and ſtill is a dammable and helliſh Plot, contrived and 


carryed on by the Popiſh Recuſants, for Afſajſanating and 


Muarthering the King, {ubverting the (gouernment, and root- 


ins out and deſtroying the Proteſtant Religion. 


Which 
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Which being the ſame day communicated to the Lords 
at a Conference, they moſt readily and unanimouſly 
concurred with them in it, promiſing further that they 
would ſuffer. nothing to be wanting on their parts 
which may preſerve a good correſpondence between the 
two Houſes, which is abſolutely neceffary to the ſafety 
of the King and Kingdom, And accordingly the next day 
at a Conference the Lords acquainted the Commons that 
the Roof of the Commons Houſe was ſo rotten, that 
It was indanger.upon any great Storm to fall, and that 
they had reſolved to Addreſs to bis Majeſty for their 
remove into the Court of Requeſts, which was kindly 
taken.by the Commons, and the Thanks of the Houſe 
Ordered tobe given to the Lords. of 

Miunday, the 4th. day of November a debate arifing 
in the Houſe of Commons for an Addreſs to be'pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty That bis Royal Highneſs may 


withdraw himſelf from his Majeſties Perſon and Coun- 


ſels, it was Ordered (that the Debate be adjourned till 

Fryday morning, and then to. the Treſday following. 
Saturday, November the gth. his Majefty made this 

following Speech to both Houles. - 


*T Amo ſenſible of the great and extraordinary Care 


© you have already taken and ſtill do continue to 


*lhew for the ſafety of my Perſon in theſe times of 
© Danger, that I could not fatisfie my ſelf without 
*coming hither on purpoſe to give you all my moſt 
© hearty thanks for it. 

* Nor do 1 think it enough to give you my 'thanks 
*only 3 but T hold my ſelf obliged to let you ſee withal}, 
*That I do as much ſtudy your preſervation too as I 
*can polhible: And that I am as ready to joyn with 
*you 1n all the ways and means that may Eſtabliſh a firm 
* Security of the Proteſtant Religion, as your-own hearts 


can 
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«can Wiſh, and this not only during my time ( of which 


«I am ſure you have no fear ) but in all future Ages 


C even to the end of the World. 


* And therefore Iam come to aſſure you, that whatſo- 
« ever reaſonable Bills you ſhall preſent to be paſt into 


« Laws to make you ſafe in the Reign of my Succeſſor 


<(ſoas they tend not to impeach the Right of Succeſ- 
« (jon nor the deſcent of the Crown in the true Line, 
« and ſo as they reſtrain not my Power, nor the juſt 


« rights of any Proteſtant Succeſſor ) ſhall find from me 
<a ready CONCcUrrence. 0 


« And I deſire you withal to think of ſome more ef- 


. ©fetual means for the Convidtion of Popiſh Recuſants 
*and to expedite your Counſels as faſt as you can, that 


«the World may ſee our Unanimity, and that I may have 
* the Opportunity of ſhewing you how readylI am to do 


*any thing that may give Comfort and Satisfattion to 


* ſuch Dutiful and Loyal Subjets. | 


With which Speech the Commons were ſo pleaſed, 
That they reſolved to go in a Body to give his Ma- 


jeſty their thanks. At which time his Majeſty returned 
this Anſwer: 


Gentlemen, 


. TT ſeall always he my ſtudy to preſerve the 525-0 Re- 


ligion, and to Advance and Support the Intereſt of 
my People. 


Upon Monday the Eleventh of November, the Com- 
mons *taking Notice that no Commiſſions had been 
iſſued out purſuant to the Proclamation founded upon 
the Addreſs of borh Houſes for the Adminiltring the 


Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, deſired a Con- 
I 


ference 


3 ma wes 


Novtng. 18. 


(903 
ference with the Lords, who ſhewed that they had been 
debating about ſome reſtrition to have been inſerted 
into the ſaid Commiſſions, but finding it difficult had 
that Morning Sealed the Commiſſions without any Li- 


- mitations, With which Anſwer the Commons were fa- 


tisfied. 

The next Mozday, Secretary Williamſon was Com- 
mitted to the Tower by the Commone, being a Member 
of their Houſe and then preſent, for Granting War- 
rants to Popiſh Recufants that they ſhould be Muſtered, 
tho they had not taken the Oaths, and ſubſcribed the 
Declaration according to the Ac of Parliament. But 
the next day his Majeſty ſent for the Houſe and after 
a ſhort Reprimand for Committing ſo great an Officer F 
without Acquainting him with it, told them he would 
diſcharge the Secretary forthwith, which he did, and 
when the Commons drew up an Addreſs, repreſenting 


the reaſons of their Proceedings, his Majeſty replyed as 


tolloweth : | 


CK 


y H! S Majeſty having received an Addreſs the 19th. 
; Inſtant from this Houſe, 1s pleaſed to return 
* this Anſwer, That he releaſed Mr. Secretary William- F 
© fox ſeveral Hours before your Addreſs came, as he | 
*told you in the Banqueting-Houſe he would do. 

*Asto the reaſon of granting thoſe Commiſſions, his 
£ Majeſty Acquainted you. at large with them in his 
© Speech when you laſt attended him: but in Anſwer 
©to your preſent Addreſs, his Majeſty promiſethto re- 
«call all Commiſſions whatſoever given to Papiſts or 
* reputed Papiſts either in England or Ireland, immedi- 
*ately; and for his remoter Dominions, they ſhall be Þ 
Frecalled likewiſe with all the expedition the Safety of Þ 
* thoſe Places will permit. The 
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The Secretary abſtained from the Houſe after this, 
and the bulineſs ended. 

On Monday the 25th. of November, his Majeſty by 
a Speech delired the Opinion of the Parliament for the 
continuance or disbanding of the Forces that had 
been raiſed, and were then on foot for the preſervati- 
on of Flanders. And on Wedneſday following the Houſe 
of Commons paſſed theſe Retolves in that Aﬀeair. 


[. © That it is nece{lary for the Safety of his Majeſties 
© Perſon and Preſerving the Peace of the Government, 
© That all the Forces which have been raiſed fince 
© Sept. 29. 1677. and all others that ſince that time 
© have been brought over from beyond Seas from Fo- 
© rein Service be forthwith disbanded. : 

IT. *It 1s the humble Opinion and deſire of the Houſe, 
©That the Forces. which are now in Flaxders may be 
* immediately called over, in order to their disbanding. 

ITE. © That this Houſe would to morrow morning re- 


<ſolve it ſelf into a Committee of the whole Houle to 


* conſider of the manner of disbanding the Army. 


Which they did the 29th, and paſled ſeveral Reſolves 
in that Caſe, toolong to be here inſerted. 

On Satnrrday the 3oth. of November, his Majeſty paſ- 
ſed-an AR for diſabling any Papilt to fit incither Houle 
of Parliament, in which was a Teſt preſcribed, and the 
Members of both Houſes Commanded to take the Oaths 
of Supremacy and Allegiance alſo : but there was a Se- 
cond Bill tender'd to him, Entituled Az A@ for preſerving 
the Peace of the Kingdom by raiſmg the Militia, and con- 
tinuing them in Duty for Two and Forty Days. Which his 


Majeſty refuſed to paſs, and gavethis reaſon for it in a 


ſhort Speech, v7. 
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He told the Lords and Commons, T hat he did not re- 


fuſe to paſs this AG for the diſlike of the matter, but 


the manner, becauſe it puts the Militia for ſo many days 


_ out of his power, if it had þeen but for half an hour, 


he would not have Conſented to 1t, becauſe of the ill 
Conſequences it may have hereafter, the Militia being 


wholly in the Crown; and fo far as he 1s en2bled by 


Law to raiſe the Militia, if they will enable him with 
money to pay them, he ſhall employ ſuch of them as 
he thinks fit, and are neceſlary for the ſafety of himſelf 
and the Kingdom. 

His Majelty faid ( alſo) he had paſſed the other Bill 
which 1s of very great importance, of which there may 
be 11] Conſequences hereafter, but he was willing to 
oblige them, who have thought it fitring at this time, 
and hopes they will be careful to give him all due Sati(- 


faction for the future. His Majelty alſo gave further 


Satisfaction to the Commons about the M/:tia Bill, the | 


Fourth of December following. 
To look a little back, On Thurſday the 28th. of this 
Month, the Houſe of Commons having with great Se- 


crecy Examined Mr. Bedloe and Mr., Oats, Voted this 


following Addreſs : 


ME your Majeſties moſt Diitiful and Loyal Subje@s 
£2F 


in this preſent Parliament Aſſembled, having received Tn- 
formations by ſeveral Witneſſes of a moſt Deſperate. and 
Trayterous Deſien and Conſpiracy, againſt the Life of your 
Sacred Majeſty, wherein to their great Aſioniſhment, the 
Dueen is particularly Charged and. Acenſed. In diſcharge 
of our Allegiance, and out of our Aﬀe@ions and Care for 
the” preſervation of your Majeſties Sacred Perſon, and 


conſequently of the whole Kingdom, do moſt humbly beſeech 


your 


A! 
he and Commons, 


ob 
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your Majeſty, That the Queew and all her Family, and al 
Papiſts and reputed Papiſts, be forthwith rezzoved from 
your. Majeſties Court at White- Hall. 


This bcing ſcnt up to the Lords for their Concur: 


rence, after an exatt Enquiry into the Evidence upon 


which it was grounded, their Lordſhips rejected it on 
the Friday following. 

On Wedyxeſdasy the Fourth of November, The Com- 
mons drew up another Addreſs to his Majeſty, and 
deſired the Concurrence of the Lords to it, for the Ap- 
prchending Difarming and Securing all Popiſh Recu- 
ſants, and all others who ſhall or may be juſtly ſuſ- 
pected Papiſts, and them to oblige in Recognizances 
with ſuthicient Bail to keep the Peace and -be of good 


| - behaviour, and in default thereof them to impriſon, 


and to return the Names of ſuch perfons with their 
Recognizances to the next general Seſſions of the Peace 
for their reſpective Limits, to proceed thereupon ac- 
cording to Law : which was done accordingly. 

The next day five of the Members of the Houſe of 


|» Commons impeached each of them ſeverally one of 


the five Lords in the Tower : vis. 


Mr. Michael Wharton, Henry Lord Arundel of Wardor. 
Mr. Baniſter Maynard, William Earl of Powis. 

Mr. Thyn, John Lord Bellaſis. 

Sir Scroop How, William Viſcount Stafford. 

Sir Philip Warwick, William Lord Peters. 


With promiſe that they would in convenient time 


Exhibit to their Lordſhivs the Articles of the Charge 


again(t rhem. 
There was allo ſeveral Addreſles and Votes in both 


Houles concerning Mr. Oats,, whom his Majelty had 


Ordered 


To Dec. 14. 
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Ordered to be cloſely obſerved to prevent Aſſaſſination ' 
on one hand, and being rampered on the other. 

The Week following was ſpent by the Commons in 
preparing a Bill for the paying off and disbanding the 
Army. 

On Thurſday the 19th. of December, the fatal buſineſs 
betwixt the Earl of Ponds and thelare Ambatladour i n 
France, Mr. Monntagne, then a Member of the Houſe 
of Commons, came firſt upon the Carpet in the Lower 
Houſe; his Majeſty giving them Account that he had 
Ordered the ſeizing Mr. Moxntagnes Papers upon In- 
formation, he held ſeveral private Conferences with 
the Popes Nuncio in Frazce without any Directions or 
Jaſtructions from his Majeſty. 

To which the Houſe demurr'd, and Sehred to know 
whether the Information were given upon Oath, and 
of what Nature the Offence was that was thus com- 
plained of. 

But the ſaid Vir. Monntague producing two Letters Y 
the Ear] of Daxby's to him, when Ambaſladour 


| France, turned the Houſe ſo violently againſt the Earl, 


That they reſolved forthwith to impeach him, and ac- 
cordingly appointed a Committee to draw up Articles 
againſt him the ſame day. 

And fearing this Career might have been ſtopt, they 
pr this Reſolve, and made it be entred as a ſtand- 

ing Order. 

That Mr. Speaker ſhall not at any time rs the 
Houſe without a { @ncſtion firſt put, if it be inſiſted upon. 


Having done little or nothing the day following, on 


Saturday they brought in Six Articles againſt him, and 


after a ſharp Conteſt Voted them all againſt him. 
Which was no ſooner done but all the Noiſe and 


Diſcourſe was turned from the Popiſh Plot and the five 


Lords in the Tower, to the Earl of Danby; and they 
that 
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that ſpoke moſt modeſtly ſaid, It. was a haſty and unrea- 


ſonable Ad, foreſeeing eaſily enough that it would break 
that Seſſion of Parliament. 


On Monday, without taking any other Notice of a ::. :;. 


Meſlage from his Majeſty, but the reading ſome Letters 
ſent with It, they went on with the Impeachment, and 
then Reſolved, 

* That an Addreſs be made to his Majeſty humbly to 
« defire his Majeſty to have a great regard to the Satety 
«and Preſervation of his Perſon. 


And then ſent up the Articles of Impeachment to the 
Lords the ſame day. 

Saturday being ſpent in debating the amendments of- 
fered by the Lords to the Bill for Disbanding the Army, 
wherein many hard things were put upon his Majelty, 
the Army, and the Court of Exchequer, which were di- 
geſted by his Majeſty and the Lords, by reaſon of the 
great deſire he and they had to free the Nation from the 
Charge of the Army. 

On Mozday the 3oth. of December, the King ſent for 
the Commons to attend him in the Houſe of Lords, 
where he-Paſled the Bill for Disbanding the Army, 
and Prorogued both Houſes of Parliament to the Foxr;h 


_ day of February following : 


The Journal of the Lords Houſe ſaith,the King made 
a Speech to this cffe& to both Houſes: 


$ H' S Majeſty faid, Thar it 1s with great unwilling- 
<4 £4 neſs that he is come to tell them that henntends to 
© Prorogue them 3 all of them are witneſs that he hath 
*not been uſed well, the particulars of which he will ac- 
* quaint them with at a more ſeaſonable time, 1n the 
© mean time he will immediately enter upon the disban- 
«ding. of the Army, and do what he can for the m_ 
*O 


fs (68) 
* of the Kingdom and ſafety of Religion, that he will 
* proſecute the Diſcovery of the Plot to find out the In- 
*{truments of it, and he will take all the Care that 1s 
© in his Power to ſecure the Proteſtant Religion as it is 
©now Eſtablifſh'd. He ſaid he had no more to ſay to them, 


© but leaves 1t to the Lord Chancellar to 0 Prorogue them 
© 2s he had commanded him, 


Thus cnded that Seſſion of Parliament after the Houſe 
of Commons bad chalk'd out a way for their own diflo- 
1 lution, which followed not long atter. 
| 1 The Houſe of Commons in this Seſſion were divided 
i into two great Parties, which were Called the Conrt- 
Party and "the Conntry-Party, almolt equal in number, 
and all other things, bur the ſmall advantage that -was 
lay on the lide of the latter, and they carried every 
Vote they contended for. But in the Houle of Lords 
the Corrntry-Party, were not conſiderable after the Plot 

had broke their under-hand dealings with the Popiſh 
Lords. 

Accordingly it ſcems to me by the Journals which I 
have read with great care, the Proceedings of theſe two 
Houſes were very different. 

The Houle of Commons repreſented all things to the 
World with a dreadful confuſed Aſpe&, which wrought 
upon the fears and apprehenſions of many people, but 
{till there happend ta intervene ſo many Obſtru@ions 
to publick bultneſs, that little progreſs was made among 


themſclves toward. any proviſion tor the more effeua] 


— {upprefiing of Popery, neither could thoſe excellent 
means be brought to paſs, which the Lords ſent down 
for that purpoſe, with McLage after meſſage, to preſs 
the minding of them. 

There was only three Bills tender'd to his Majeſty, 
which were all begun in the Lower Houſe, that for 


Diſabling 


f1 
> 


| Statu 


Diſabling Papiſts to (it in either Houſe, that for Raiſins 
the Militia for .ſome time, which was refuſed : and that 
for Drebanding the Army. 4 | 


But in the Houte of Lords the greateſt care ima- 


ginable was uſed: to: find: out: the bottom of the Plot, 
| and every thing that was tendered was diligently ſearch- 
ed out, and with great. Care and Prudence enquired 
| into,,and :fit Remedies propoſed either 'by- Addreſles 
{ or New Bille, and which upon a fair underl{tanding with 
| the. Commons,;would ina ſmall timetave pur an end to 
| that reſtleſs Faction. LPG Cl, 0 FO 


_ His. Majeſty in the interim denied nothing that was 


| Asked. by both-or. either of .the; Houſes , except the 
\ Militia Bill : yet the :World: was''made'to- believe that 


he and the Conrt- Party: Qtifledithe Plot;cand'ithe Conmtry- 
Parties were forced to drap it forth as Hercules did Cer- 
bers with mighty Labour in ſpight'of a valt reſiſtance. 


| ; Ariditis very obſervable that the five Lords were not 


'mjpeached of a longtime after they were inipriſoned,' 


| id that. no Articles were tender'd againſt them in all 
tls Seſſion. 4 6col - FEE 


|Biit they Impeached. the- Freaſarer-the ſame: day he 


W3 Accuſed, and fent - up Articles -again\t © him - the! 


Fith day, which occafion'd the laying aſide fall procee- 
ding concerning the Plot, torun down this Miniſter of 


It Disbanding of the-Army alſo was fo ſudden, 


| and Fpiced to ſo ſhort a time, that his Majeſty was 


forcec 
depth if the Winter,by which means many of thoſe men 


o ſend for the Forces out of Flanders m the 


- 


| that h4 with ſo much Courage and Bravery, to the 


Immort4 Glory of the Engliſh Nation, beat the French 
at Mozg, periſhed by Sea and Land, through fickneſs, 
want allf cold, who might have been preſerved by being 
continud there till the Spring3 to ſay nothing ve mM 
otc, 
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Scotch Rebellion, that brake out immediately upon the 

Diflolation of that Army, which might have proved 
of dangerous conſequence, had it not been timely ſup- 
preſt. 

; Neither would. Lof all-the World have concerned my 
{elf about any of theſe things if they had ended here, 
but Frgland was not ſo happy, and I ſhall think. our 
condition very hard, it-we may not repreſent it to the 
World;. 
Nor do Ldefign any. thing by this, .but to: put choſe 
Gentlemen who are tranſported by the Noife and Arts 
of -a Fagtion to-act beyond their Intentions, upon re- 
flecting upon what is paſt, that they may be forewarned. 
how they follow them into further miſchiefs. 

The Journal Books of both the Houſes being 'Prin- 
ted, I refer the Reader.to them-for what I. have not 
expreſled,. and for what I have; for I-may be miſtaken. ſ 
in ſome particulars, tho I have taken all the care can 
to prevent It.. And I am-not willing to ſwell this Dif: || ? 
courſe into-a volume,. whieh I intend-but foran Eflay or || -: 
Taft of what may be ſaid. "| 2: 

The 24th. of January following, his Majeſty Diflolvel- || # 
this long Loyal Parliament by , Proclamation... 


Advice to the Reader, 


TH E Author- when he began this Diſcourſe, intended to 
' have brought it to the End of the Laſt. Parliament at 
Veſtminſter, but finding it hath already exceeded the 
zength he deſigned, ang. from thence conjeFuring it may - 
peſably if fiſhed, exceed the o_— of the Readers Pas - 

tince, thinks fit- to break, it off here. 
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